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‘The Glory Train’
Arrives And Departs
From St. Petersburg

Darryl Rouson Addresses
‘The Challenger’ About
Stepping Down From The
NAACP

those who missed it this
year will be able to see and
enjoy it next year. Missing
it once is a boo-boo. Miss
ing it twice serves you
right! Something’s got to
be wrong with YOU! Only
kidding, folks! But, all jok
ing aside, it’s a presenta
tion for the entire commu
nity. Not only because it
features people you know,
but it strikes home, no mat
ter what church you attend.
I’m so pleased that my
dear friend Ruby Bull,
from right here in St. Pe
tersburg, called to tell me
about it, Her sales pitch

• Last Wednesday, St.
Petersburg Branch NAACP
President Darryl Rouson
announced that he would
step down from his position
of head of this organiza
tion. Citing personal rea
sons such as his family and
a renewed focus on his law
firm, this marks an abrupt
end in September of his
third two-year term. First
vice president Trenia Byrd
Cox will become interim
president.
ST. PETERSBURG -1
am very proud of the ac
complishments of the
branch under my leader
ship. Everything we have
done has been because of
the great help of my offi
cers and executive commit

talk of the town was cen-

was better than Barnum’s,

tee

have

making the local branch

to show up and show out

the arrival of ‘The
Glory Train’ that was being
presented to the communi
ty by the Greater Mt. Zion
A.M.E. Church. At this
very moment, the Rev.
Clarence A. Williams, pas
tor of the church should
still be walking with his
chest stuck out. In fact, the
entire congregation has
something to be as proud
as peacocks about. That
would be because of the
thought-provoking, soul
stirring, beautiful and
hilarious production of
"The Glory Train."
This year was the third
annual production of this
delightful and soul-stirring
musical presentation. Word
has it that plans' have al
ready begun for the 2006
production, which means

and am I ever fortunate to

guided me and tempered
me. We have raised the bar
for future leadership by

visible, Vital ahd visible on
issues impacting the black
community. We have tried

where people's rights and

photo by Rassi

by Rick Gee
Challenger correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Praise the Lord! Alleluia!
Peace and good will! All
aboard! Come along now,,
all aboard, who’s coming
aboard! Hurry, hurry,
hurry, you don’t want to
miss this train. No sir, not
the "Glory Train." This
train was ' "Bound for
Glory."
Try to imagine that
glorious afternoon scene at
the Palladium Theater,
downtown St. Petersburg
on June 10. During the en
tire preceding week, the
tered on

have a friend like her, that
she would take the time to
call. She doesn’t know it
yet, but I’ve volunteered
my services for next year’s
production. That’s how
much my very special
friend and I enjoyed U.
Rhonda Ryan, mistress of
ceremonies, set the tone for
the evening as we wel
comed one and all to
"Little Broadway" to view
the stars of Zion.
Allow me to attempt to
summarize the "Glory
Train" scenario: Directed
by Dawn Bannister, much
of the interpersonal con
versations take place upon
the boarding of some

members

who

NAACP President Darryl Rouson

entitlements
trampled on.

have

been

I leave with great faith
in the future of this branch
to now focus on my family
and my law practice. God
has blessed my practice
with phenomenal growth.
We are working on several
very large cases that re
quire my unique attention,
and the practice is how I
can best take care of my
family.
I am extremely grate
ful for the patience of my
wife, the patience of my
law partners and the host of
clients that have supported
us. I intend to use the same
dogged tenacity and fear
lessness which I used to
fight for civil rights .to fight
for silver rights of those I
will privately represent. Darryl Rouson , president
of the St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP

Dundu Dole Ballet Company’s New Production
Offers A Taste of Africa And Beyond

Glory Train
continued on pg. 15
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by Trade Reddick
Challenger correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Forget about a passport.
If you want to experi
ence the dark continent,
•
check out the Dundu Dole
Ballet Company’s latest
production titled: "From
Africa and Beyond.”
Held on July 30 at the
Palladium, theater-goers
may want to add this per
formance to their "must
see” list.
"It’s an urban twist to
an authentic African story
from the old empire,” said
Dundu Dole Founder Jai
Hinson.
Hinson explains the

production features a
show-stopping women’s
drum dance, sensational
stilt walkers and a spell
binding storyteller named
Abou Syllah, who is a gen
uine African griot.
"This marks a depar
ture from our past perform
ances,” said Hinson, noting
the production will mark
the return of the troupe to
the Tampa Bay area.
They are fresh off a
New York tour where they
recently performed at a
number of venues includ
ing the famed Apollo
Theater.
"This is our first main
performance in the com

munity since February,”
Hinson said. "It also marks
the first time that I haven’t
created all the choreogra
phy for the show.
The cast features sever
al members who attend dif
ferent dance schools. They
took the lead in developing
a lot of the numbers that
will be featured in this pro
duction.
"Another unique aspect
to this production is that
the focus is no longer on
the dancing. This time
around, there’s more of an
emphasis on storytelling.”
Hinson said back in the
motherland, the griots told
stories that provided les-

sons to the village children
- much like the Uncle Re
mus fables that were popu
lar in the old south.
During the show, the
cast - aged 9 to 47 - will
entertain the audience with
the tale of Korpejuga,
whose lesson is rooted in
"not judging a book by its
cover,” Hinson said.
"There’s an important
lesson in judging people by
the way they look.”
Tickets cost $5 for chil
dren, aged 10 and under,
$10 for senior citizens and
$15 for adults.
For more information,
call Jai Hinson at (727)
481-8091.

Bush Bids For Black
Support In Indiana
But president misses NAACP con
vention for fifth straight time

President Bush addresses the Indiana Black Expo
Summer Celebration, which promotes opportunities
for blacks in jobs, health care and education,in
Indianapolis on July 14. The White House says a
scheduling problem prevented the president from
attending the nearby NAACP convention.

INDIANAPOLIS
President Bush tried to
woo black voters in a sup
portive Indiana crowd last
Thursday while for the
fifth time skipping the
NAACP annual conven
tion.
Bush hasn’t spoken to
the National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People’s conven-.
tion since 2000, when he
first ran for president and
the NAACP National Voter
Fund ran an ad that por
trayed him as unsympa
thetic to the dragging death
of a black man in Texas.
Instead he has reached
out to minority audiences
less critical of his policies.
This year, he accepted an
invitation to speak to the
Indiana Black Expo, which
presented him with a life
time achievement award
for his efforts to help for
mer prisoners become pro
ductive members of society
and other programs bene
fiting minorities. The
NAACP convention was
under way 250 miles away
in Wisconsin.
Bush brought a mes
sage of opportunity for all
Americans,
including
blacks, to own homes and
businesses and to share in
the country’s prosperity.
He took credit for narrow
ing the gap in test scores
between black and white
elementary school stu

dents, according to test
results released Thursday
by the Education De
partment.
"I see an America
where every citizen owns a
stake in the future of our
country and where a grow
ing economy creates jobs
and opportunity for every
one," the president said, his
voice echoing in the cav
ernous RCA Dome, where
more than 3,000 people
packed luncheon tables on
the floor below empty
stands.
2006 invitation a year
early
White House press
secretary Scott McClellan
said Bush had already ac
cepted the invitation to
speak in Indianapolis when
the NAACP asked him to
speak at its convention in
Milwaukee.
McClellan
said it’s too soon to say if
Bush will attend the con
vention next year in Wash
ington - an invitation that
NAACP Chairman Julian
Bond announced Sunday, a
year in advance.
The NAACP selected a
new president, retired Veri
zon executive Bruce S.
Gordon, who has pledged
to build relationships with"
the White House. McClel
lan said he was certain that
Bush would find time to sit
down for a talk with Gor
don.

/Tjkjsoe® wms asswa
Midtown Seafood Festival seeks ven
dors ... see pg. 3
NAACP and Community Action
Coalition tackle education ... see pg. 4
School supply giveaway in Sarasota
... see pg. 5

More black women are becoming busi
ness owners ...see pg. 8
The Rattlers get new head coach...
see pg. 8
V

J

Be sure to look inside for our 15th Annual
Back-to-School special supplement.
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by Earl Ofari Hutchinson
BlackNews.com Columnist
The instant LAPD offi
cers gunned down 13-yearold Devin Brown following
a car chase last February,
blacks took to the streets in
rage and protest. Black
leaders loudly demanded
that the officer that shot
Brown be fired and prose
cuted. The furious reaction
from blacks to the Brown
killing stands in stark con
trast to the recent killing of
Suzie Raul Pena. Police
shot the toddler in the head
during a shootout with her
father, Jose Raul Pena in
South Los Angeles.
The shooting again

called into serious question
the long-standing turbu
lent, and contentious rela
tions between the LAPD
and L.A.'s minority com
munities. LAPD violence
against blacks and Latinos
has continually gotten the
department into hot water,
and tagged it as America's
poster police agency for
abuse. But the Pena killing
also called into serious
question the troubled rela
tions between blacks and
Latinos in L.A. The shoot
ing of a toddler should have
been more than enough to
raise howls of protest from
blacks.
It didn't. Brown was an
African-American child,
and Pena was a Latino
child. The anger over the
Brown shooting, and the
relative deafening silence
from blacks to the shooting
of Pena and her father
strike to the heart of the
rocky state of black and
Latino relations. The rela
tions continue to be badly
discolored by fear, mis
trust, and outright violence.
The day before young Pena
was gunned down, a young

African-American woman
was shot on an L.A. free
way. The assailant was
described as a young
Hispanic male. That in
itself did not mark this as a
racial hate crime, but the
shooting didn't happen in
isolation. During the past

few months, L.A. has been
hit with a spree of freeway
shootings. Many of the vic
tims have been black, and
witnesses have described
the assailants as Latino
males. The freeway shoot
ings have come on the
heels of fistfights and out
right brawls between black
and Latino students at sev
eral Los Angeles high
schools. The wariness of
many blacks toward La
tinos even extended to L.A.
mayor Antonio Villarai
gosa during the city's
recent mayoral contest
between him and former
mayor James Hahn, who is
white. Though Villaraigosa
markedly bumped up his
vote total among blacks
from his campaign four
years ago, and made a
mighty effort to promote
diversity in his campaign,

many blacks still voted for
Hahn because they feared
that Villaraigosa's win
would diminish black polit
ical power in L.A.

The wariness even hos
tility of many blacks
toward Latinos hit home
when a local black activist
normally progressive on
most issues including
police violence, berated me
for attending a press con
ference called by noted
Latino civil rights attorney,
Luis Carillo, who repre
sents the Pena family. She
angrily asked, "Why .are
you supporting them, when
they don't support us." The
"them" was Latinos. I
patiently explained that a
toddler had been killed and
that should evoke outrage,
and that it had nothing to
do with whether she was
Latino, white, or black. But
she would have none of it.
She continued her irate
attack, and insisted that
Latinos didn't protest when
blacks were gunned down.
I countered that many La
tinos did protest when the
police victimized blacks,
but that fell on deaf ears.

Her insensitivity to the
Pena killing was not isolat
ed. In the days immediately
after the shooting, AfricanAmericans were careful to
express sympathy for the
child, and mildly ques
tioned police tactics. How
ever, they did not see Pena
as a victim of the same type
of LAPD violence that has
claimed countless black
lives over the years. Only a
handful of hardcore black
community activists show
ed up for candlelight vigils
that were held at the shoot
ing scene.

Carillo was deeply
troubled by the mute re
sponse from African^
Americans to the killing.
He also chalked the silence
up to the continued tense
relations between the two
groups in the city and else
where. But Carillo is not
content to let it go at that.
He sees the shooting as a
golden opportunity to unite
blacks and Latinos in strug
gle not only against police
violence, but also around
the issues of unemploy
ment, school, and gang vio
lence that slam black and

Latino communities. Ca
rillo called on black and
Latino leaders to organize a
march for peace and jus
tice.
It's a noble, and wellintentioned call, and cer
tainly an effort worth mak
ing, and in the past, tra
gedies have united people
of diverse backgrounds.
But in this case, a tragedy
hasn't been -enough to stir
the passions of blacks.
That's a troubling sign of
the deep-seated division
between blacks and La
tinos.
Black and Latino lead
ers should answer Carillo's
call for a black and Latino
peace and justice march. It
would represent a signifi
cant breakthrough. It could
serve as a model of ethnic
cooperation for blacks and
Latinos in other cities that
have also experienced tense
relations. If that happens,
Susie Pena would not have
died in vain.
Earl Ofari Hutchinson is
a columnist for BlackNews, com, an author and
political analyst.

The Perceived Stupidity Of The Black Voter
by Kevin Martin
A New Visions
Commentary
When I changed my
political affiliation ten
years ago, I thought I broke
the chains of the liberal
plantation. But I am re
sentful of the crass racial
politics still aimed at me
and the rest of the black
community.
I am angered by liber
als taking black voters for
granted. I am outraged
when we are used as a
shield to deflect criticism
for electoral failures. Can
didates, party leaders, sup
porters and black opera
tives seem all too willing to
blame their shortcomings
on black voters allegedly
being disfranchised, sup
pressed or intimidated into
not voting.
In 1998, the Missouri
Democratic Party ran pre
election ads on black radio
stations warning, "When
you don't vote, you let
another church explode...

another cross to burn...
[and] you let Republicans
continue to cut school
lunches and Head Start."
Putting aside the lack
of facts to back up such
fearmongering, do liberal
policies really keep these
things from happening?
Missouri is a red state, yet
it still feeds needy children
and funds Head Start. It is
not a KKK stronghold.
In 2000, liberals upped
the ante. It was no longer
good enough to claim that a
vote for conservatives
would return us to the days
of mass shootings, lynch
ing and church burnings.
In the new millennium,
voting conservative would
return slavery and destroy
civil rights.

When these scare tac
tics failed, liberals began a
campaign of disinforma-,
tion and excuses. One of
recurring myths of the
2000 Florida presidential
recount says not all black
votes were not counted on

purpose, despite the fact
that intense scrutiny failed
to prove such allegations. .
It's strange that real
voting irregularities in
places such as Maryland - a
very blue state where mo
tor voter problems disfran
chised me in 2000 - went
overlooked while tall tales
told in states with close
results sprouted like weeds
and garnered high-profile
media coverage.
In
2002,
liberals
seemed willing to blame
black voters outright for
the failure of their party to
capture the House and
retain their one-vote major
ity in the Senate. Despite
perpetuating the myths of
2000, their campaign fell
flat. Blacks were blamed
for not showing up.
But did they take
blacks for granted?
It
seemed so in Maryland.
Liberals there overlooked
senior black officeholders
for a Republican convert as
their candidate for lieu-

The Weekly Challenger
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tenant governor. To many, Senator Barbara Boxer (Dthis slight to blacks is the CA) shed tears as Con
reason the Republicans gresswoman
Stephanie
retook the Maryland gover Tubbs Jones (D-OH) rat
norship for the first time in tled off a list of far-fetched
decades.
theories on why Senator
By 2004, liberals re Kerry lost.
fined their message, seem
Are Americans that
ing to realize the black weak? People waited out
community was sick and side for months to be the
tired of being taken for first in line to see the recent
granted and maybe even Star Wars movie. If 50
perceived as stupid. They Cent were passing out free
front-loaded excuses such copies of his new album in
as claims that electronic a snowstorm, people would
voting machines could not eagerly wait in line. P.
be trusted and that conser Diddy, Whoopi Goldberg
vatives would employ dirty and a host of celebrities
tricks. They demanded for begged people to vote
eign election observers to against the President. They
ensure fairness.
just didn't.
When it was clear
Was there a conspira
President Bush won a sec cy? In Prince George's
ond term, liberals made County in Maryland, one
unsupported claims that of the largest black coun
black voters in Ohio were ties in America, voter
disfranchised because of turnout was down in 2004.
the bad weather and long The weather was mild, and
lines. Congressmen John there is no formidable Re
Conyers (D-MI) Held hear publican presence there to
ings to lend credence to suppress and intimidate
these conspiracy theories. voters.
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Could the liberals be
the cause? Could it be that
black voters saw nothing to
motivate them to go to the
polls? Could it be that the
downright hostile treatment
by liberals toward black
conservatives such as Con
doleezza Rice and Janice
Rogers Brown became too
much to stomach?

I can shed tears about
the election just like
Senator Boxer, but for a
different reason. If there
are people in my communi
ty who still believe the
election was stolen, I weep
for them. To me, their
chains are tight. And their
insistence in believing in

conspiracy theories will
continue to lead liberals to
perceive our community as
being stuck on stupid.
Kevin Martin, a member
of the African-American lead
ership network Project 21, is
an environmental contractor
in Maryland. Comments may
be sent to Project21@hotmail.com.
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MIDTOWN NEWS
Bayfront Doctors
Provide Free School
Physicals
ST. PETERSBURG On Saturday, July 23,
physicials from Bayfront
Medical Center will pro
vide free back-to-school
physicials for school-aged
children (K-12) at the
annual
Back-to-School
Care Fair.
This event will be held
at Johnnie Ruth Clarke
Health Center at the
Historic Mercy Hospital
Campus, 1344 - 22nd St. S.

Parents will be able to
take advantage of the fol
lowing services that will
be provided for schoolaged children: Free immu
nizations, vision screen
ings, dental screenings,
child-care seat safety,
checks, school backpacks,
and backrto-school sup
plies that will be given
away by various communi
ty groups.

Savory Tastes Of Seafood
Festival Reach Midtown
Vendors and volunteers needed!
ST. PETERSBURG 22nd Street Main Street is
hosting a Seafood Festival
Friday, July 29.
This
year’s theme is "Flavor &
Variety." The festival and
events will take place on
22nd Street South, be
tween 9th‘and llth Ave
nues, from 5-9 p.m. The
purpose of this community
event is to promote and
celebrate the renaissance

Branch Library/Meeting
Room, 1059 - 18th Ave. S.
The entire community
is invited and encouraged
to join us in an effort to
understand the direction/issues the community
leaders are proposing for
the City of St. Petersburg.

*** Russell Lee Allen
|3
REALTOR
Mills First, Inc.
8601 4th Street North, Suite 100
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702
Direct (727) 577-5100
Fax (727) 577-3246
II Free 1-800-226-6064

cessions, Set up, Clean up,
Safety Patrol and Logistics/Parking.
All are invited to come
out and enjoy Great Sea
food and Great Enter
tainment.
For more information
contact the Main Street
office at (727) 322-8129,
or e-mail 22ndstreetsouth
@verizon.net or deuces.
mainstreet@verizon.net.

Policy is under the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs
ST. PETERSBURG Household
size
and
income criteria will be
used to determine eligibil
ity. These criteria can be
found on page 4 of The
Weekly
Challenger’s
Back-to-School
issue.
Children from families
whose income is at or
below the levels shown
may be eligible for Free or
Reduced Price Meals.
Application forms are
being sent to all homes
with a letter to parents or
guardians. To apply for
Free or Reduced Price
Meals, households must
fill out the application and
return it to school. Addi
tional copies are available

Please Support Our Paper by
Patronizing Our Advertisers

of this Historic and Cultural Business District.
They are looking for
vendors that serve the fol
lowing: steamed crabs,
lobster and/or shrimp,
fried, smoked or grilled
fish of all kinds, as well as
jambalaya and seafood
gumbo.
Available volunteer
opportunities include: Re
gistration (vendors), Con-

Free And Reduced Price
Meals At Academy Prep

Let’s Talk About It!
ST. PETERSBURG The NAACP - St. Peters
burg Branch invites all
concerned community citi
zens to a Community For
um that will be held Tues
day, July 26, from 6:30 8:30 p.m. at the Enoch
Davis Center Johnson

African American Graduates
Of 1975, Inc. - 30th Year

at the principal’s office in
each school. The informa
tion provided on the appli
cation will be used for the
purpose of determining

eligibility and may be verifiedat any time during the
school , year by school or
other program officials.
Applications may be sub
mitted at any time during
the year.
Households that re
ceive Food Stamps or
TANF (Temporary As
sistance to Needy Fami
lies) are required to list on
the application only the
child’s name, Food Stamp
/ TANF case number, arid
signature of adult house
hold member.
Foster children may
receive benefits based
upon the child’s personal
income only.
All

other households

must provide the follow
ing information listed on
the application:
• Total monthly house
hold income listed by

amount received and type
of income (wages, child
support, etc.) received by
each household member;
• Names of all house
hold members;
• Signature of an adult
household member certi
fying the information pro
vided is correct; and
• Social security num
ber of the adult signing the
application or the word
"NONE" for this house
hold member if he or she
does not have a social
security number.
If a household mem
ber becomes unemployed
or if the household size
changes, the school should
be

contacted.

Dolphin Beach Resort, St.
Petersburg Beach. Class
mates, if they have not, are
requested to register as
soon as possible, to ensure
preparations will accom
modate everyone planning
to attend the reunion. An
invitation is also extended
to the Classes of 1974 and
1976 to join us as we cele
brate this special reunion
anniversary.
The hotel
should be contacted direct
ly and rooms may be re
served at the AAG75 rate
through July 25 (subject to
availability).
Class officers will be
elected this year. Any

ST. PETERSBURG Plans are underway for the
African American Gra
duates of 1975, Inc.
(AAG’75) to celebrate the
30th anniversary of their
high school graduation.
AAG’75 trace their origin
to the 1969-70 school year
at Sixteenth Street and
Southside Junior High
Schools, when the class
mates entered 7 th grade
from various elementary
schools in the city.
Everyone should mark
their calendars for a trip
down memory lane, at the
30th Year Class Reunion,
August 26 -28 at the

classmate interested in
seeking an office may con
tact a current class officer
or a member of the nomi
nating committee to re
ceive additional details.
The AAG75’s regular
monthly meeting will be
held on Monday, July 25,
at 6 p.m., at the Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th
Ave. S. Ralph Ferguson is
Class President.
Information regarding
the reunion, election of
officers, and other, class
activities can be found on
the AAG’75 website at
www.aagraduatesofl975.li
omestead.com/AA3.html.

Gomez^ Papa & Gipe, LLC
A Arm Handling All Accident, Injury & Death Claims,
Premises Liability, Slip & Falls &. Medical Malpractice

7279H61-HELP
Speak to an Attorney 24/7
For a Free Case Evaluation!
kA77£HW£YMNGd«£Z

^

........^9
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Such

changes may make the stu
dent eligible for reduced
price or free meals if the
household income falls at
or below the levels, shown
below.
Under the provisions
of the Free and Reduced
Price meal policy, Jim
Shearer will review appli
cations and determine eli
gibility. If a parent or
guardian is dissatisfied
with the ruling of the offi
cial, he or she may wish to
discuss the decision with
the determining official on
an informal basis. If the
parent wishes to make a
formal appeal, he or she
may make a request either
orally or in writing to Jim
Shearer at 2302 22nd Ave.
S., St. Petersburg. He can
be reached at (727) 3220800.
Any interested person
may review a copy of the
policy by coritacting

I

2O37.First Avenue N,,- St Petersburg, FL 33713U?

METROPOLITAN CHARITIES

Free, Free, Free
Ora Quick Advance HIV TEST
20 Minute Results

The Metro Center
We

Educ.
Fund

XJKM

NFHA
Iwai fctHesqteKt

The Federal Fair Housing Act protects

want, in fact,4n any

decision regarding rental, sales, tendkw

I is against the law to

consider race, color, national origin, re

yo

Fair Housing. It's not an option. It's the law.

Welcome
Your
Articles and
Pictures
of
Community
Events,
Especially
Midtown
News,
You Feel
Would Be
of Interest
to the
Public

Take the New Ora Quick Advance HIV Test and receive your

results in just 20 minutes. No Needles, No Blood, and No
Long Waits. FREE Winn Dixie, Wal-Mart, or McDonalds Gift
Cards, for more information contact us or come in.
Metro Center
3170 3rd Ave N
St Pete, FL
Mon-Fri 9-4 Thur till 10

Phone: 727-321-3854
Fax: 727-327-7670
Email.mcask0p@30i.com

MCCS Thrift Store
733 Central Ave N
St Pete. ,FL
Saturdays Only 10-4

MetropoJ itan
CharitiesJ nc.
COMMUNITY SERVICES

l
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NAACP Comment On
Education
African
American
children are in a state of
crisis as it relates to educa
tional outcomes here in
Pinellas County. We have
the highest truancy and
suspension rates resulting
in the lowest graduation
rates. Our reading and
math FCAT scores are the
lowest and approximately
one third 'of our children
live in poverty in this
County.
With this state of
affairs, it is critical that all
of our institutions support
education and academic
achievement. We, as a peo
ple, must reclaim educa
tion as a cultural value.
Parent must prepare their
children for success in the
school system. Children
must be taught respect for
rules and regulations and
the expectation for excel
lence must be promoted.
Organizations like the
NAACP and other commu
nity organizations will
continue to advocate for
the best climate possible in
our schools for learning to
occur. We will demand
respect for -our children
and call on the school sys
tem when they don’t. We
will advocate for more
African American teach
ers, who understand the
plight of our children, but
will accept nothing less
than the very best from
them. We will continueour involvement With the
Pinellas County Schools to
monitor how African
American students are
treated in their enforce
ment of the Zero Tolerance
Policy. It needs to be
reviewed and continuously
monitored; far in too many
cases the schools are not
utilizing their trained
resources
to
address
behavioral problems but
are relying on law enforce
ment and juvenile justice
system for referral disposi
tion.
This practice is
harmful for the educational
outcomes, of our children;
it needs careful examina
tion.
There is a greater role
here for the faith commu
nity. They must preach
and teach the value of edu
cation, the need for
parental involvement in
their children lives, and
respect for authority.
Every church should have
a tutorial support program
with
volunteers
and
salaried staff to ensure that
this service is available for
their youth and their fami
lies. Each church should

have members and busses
ready to attend school
board meetings to demon
strate support for the new
administration and to sup
port a new day for our chil
dren here in Pinellas
County.
Academic
achieve
ment must.be celebrated.
To achieve this, youth and
families must have support
and when they are success
ful, it must be celebrated!
Youth programs such as
life skills training such as
healthy decision making as
it relates to sex,'drugs, and
violence must be taught
along with support from
mentors, and • cultural
enrichment activities must
gain greater attention and a
larger portion of the
church emphasis and
budget. Drugs, the demon
that haunts us, must not be
tolerated in our community
for salekor use. There are
legitimate ways to build
wealth and handle stress
than promote the enter
prise. of the prison system.
The path of drugs is one of
death and destruction for
us, and wealth for those
who' capitalize upbn our
continued use and sale of
it.
Let’s'promote less
prison cells and more class
rooms.
We must use all of our
resources and .demand that
the educational system
devote .a greater-and a fair
share of Theirs, to change
these poor educational out
comes
for
African
American youth. And there
are - others of non-color,
who are; poor that are suf
fering as well. Collectively
through collaboration and
the maximum utilization of
our resources: parents,
schools, churches, advoca
cy groups, and the business
community, we can make a
difference arid changes
these poor educational out
comes.
Join the ,NAACP and
help with' this, struggle.
Remember, education is
not limited- to creating
great employees, blit,
developing great employ
ers. This enhances our
ability to control our. own
destiny when we are the
decision makers and con
trol, our fair share of the
wealth. We would like to
see you the third Tuesday
of every month at 150116th St. S. Contact (727)
898-3310 for memberships
arid complaints; - Herb
Snitzer, NAACP member,
press/publication chair

News Deadline Is 4
P.M. Monday

Jean .
lean , .
dance VIQI coach

The Community Action
Coalition Takes Action

Watson L.Haynes, II serves as president and
CEO of the Community Action Coalition;

Did you-know?
all ages in our community
By th'e ninth grade, through means of preven
African American children tion, training and educa
in our community are fail tion.
Youth programs and
ing the FCAT at a rate of’
80,5% in Math and 89:8% services include anti-drug
messages, cultural arts
in reading.
programs; homework and
Did you know?
Youth who. have poor after-school tutorial servic
academic performance are es, literacy assistance,
at a greater risk for drop FCAT preparation, youth
ping out of school, juvenile summits, parent work
delinquency and for exper shops, computer proficien
imentation with drugs.
cy, reading clubs, Sister to
Sister and Frother to
Did you know?
L There is an organiza Brother self esteem build
tion here in our communi ing programs, motivational
ty that addresses these and speakers and professionals
other issues surrounding to encourage youth to
make positive decisions
our youth
The Community Ac-: and career choices.
Watson L.Haynes, II is
tion Coalition, also know
as, The Coalition For A President and CEO of this
Safe arid Drug Free St. -dedicated- agency. Work
Petersburg, Inc. sponsors ing with the Board of
programs to aid children of Directors, he secures fundThe World’s Elite Inspectors

NACHi

PHD Home inspections, Inc.

Eddie Jackson

1

National Association of Certified Home Inspectors
2567 Madrid Way So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Before You Buy or lease
Any Phone System
_Ca11

Momentum Communications
For The Absolute Best Price/Service
• Consultation - System Design
• Replace or Update Equipment
• Service Contracts

l-QbWfrblW ext. 16 • Fax 813-977*5442
Ask for Ron

40 MILLION
drivers

TRUST STATE FARM
Personal service and Competitive rates are why more

of assistance to low in
come residents who meet
eligibility guidelines and
may need a hand with their
electric bill. Applications
can be picked up at the
new location and appli
cants will be seen by ap
pointment only. The phone
number will remain (727)
327-0977. •
Please feel free to stop
in at LIHEAP’s new. loca
tion and learn about the
many programs and servic

es that the Urban League
will provide. Employment
placement and youth anger
management classes are
just a few of the services
and they are all available at
no cost. The main office
phone number is (727)
327-2081. The Pinellas
County Urban League staff
are highly trained individu
als with big hearts. Come
introduce yourself to them!

The junior League of Sfc Petersburg Presents

...... "CARIE FATR.

Saturday, July 23, 2005
8am-2pm • Registration Ends at Noon

REW LOCATIONS THIS YEAR!!
JOHNNIE RUTH CLARKE HEALTH CENTER
1344 22nd Street South
A NEWLY RENOVATED AND EXPANDED FACILITY OFFERING
MEDICAL EXAMS, IMMUNIZATIONS, VISION & DENTAL SCREENINGS

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF THE SUNCOAST
1201 22nd Street South
COMMUNITY AGENCIES

BACKPACK DISTRIBUTION AREA

FREE MEDICAL EXAMS
(K-12 ONLY)
Provided by Bayfront Medical
Center and St. Anthony’s Health
Care to the first 600 children
registered. Legal guardian must

be present

FREE DENTAL SCREENINGS

Provided by the University of
Florida College of Dentistry and the
Pinellas County Dental Hygiene
Association.

COMMUNITY AGENCIES

FREE IMMUNIZATIONS
(K-12 ONLY)
Provided by the Pinellas County
Health Department. Supplies are
limited. Bring child’s immunization
record. Legal guardian must be
present

Learn more about the services
available to families and children.
FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES
(K-12 ONLY)

Backpacks and school supplies to
the first 2,200 children registered.
One per school-age child. Child
and guardian must be present.

FREE VISION SCREENINGS
Provided by the Lions Ciub.

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF ST. PETERSBURG

Wonwn
For more information; call (727) 895-5018

Resource Center
for W OMEN
PERSONAE GROWTH
CLASS SCHEDULE
Enoch Davis Center
1111 - 18th Ave. S.
Ph: (727) 893*7154

PERSONAE EMPOWERMENT
Self-Awareness, SelfEsteem,
Taking Responsibility for Self

people trust State farm' for car insurance than the next

STRESS MANAGEMENT
STATE FARM

INSURANCE
_ ____________ ®J

Earnest Williams Ins Agcy inc

1877 KIDS 313
www.yoacanheipkitfs.org

The Low Income
Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) is
moving to a' corner office
at the main headquarters
located at 333-31st St. N.
on Aug. 1. The former lo
cation was 4101 Central
Ave. The move is being
done to consolidate pro
grams in a one-stop service
area that will be conven
ient and accessible to com
munity
residents.
LIHEAP is designed to be

three companies combined. Contact me today.

how can you keep
The truth is, a M?le of your time can make 4 Metime
of difference Because fefe with something to do
are less likely to do drugs. You can help. For more
information oh drug prevention programs i«j ymn
coTOBuflity, call or vfeil:

;

Phone (727) 424-6554
Fax (727) 866-6233
ejackson@fl.nachi.org

ing and develops the.
agency’s strategic plan,
taking particular responsi
bility for fundraising, for
programs and operations,
researching and writing
grants and administering
funds; and supervising
construction of the agen
cy’s new, 6,500-squarefoot Achievement and
Technology Center that
also will house administra
tive services.
Haynes, whose educa
tional background includes
an M.S. in Managerial
Leadership from National
Louis University and a
B.A. in Public Relations
from Eckerd College, has
been Executive Director of
Bridges of America St.
Petersburg substance abuse
service center where his
major
responsibilities
included planning, organ
izing and directing the ren
ovations and ongoing man
agement of a 64,000square-foot center that fea
tured a holistic service
model that provided cul
turally appropriate servic
es.
For his current posi
tion, Haynes, honed; his
knowledge; skills and abil
ities at Operation Par, Inc.
(PAR). The administrative
staff and board of directors
of the Coalition includes
but is not 'limited to doc
tors, lawyers and^a host of
other professional people
who help to make the qual
ity services Offered to the
community by this organi
zation possible.
With
the
ground
breaking of their new
Achievement and Tech
nology center on 16th
Street South and 12th
Avenue South, which will
open later this year, the
Community Action Coa
lition is becoming a land
mark organization in St,
Petersburg. The center
will house an academic
tutoring program,' a com
puter lab, a cultural arts
program (including music,
dance and voice lessons,
and production), adminis
trative services and space
available to the community
for special meetings.
The Coalition is al
ways seeking volunteers to
aid in the .struggle to help
build a strong positive
future for our children.
Donations are also wel
comed.
The Community Ac; tion Coalition is located at
21 Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Street in St.-Petersburg.
For more information on
how to get services, volun
teer or make donations call
(727) 823-1885.

The Pinellas County Urban
League Is Moving On Up!

Earnest Wiliams. Agent
618 4th Sheet North
St Petersburg. FL 33701

Bus; 727-823-5566

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE/

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

There
Is A
Reason
To Read
The
Weekly
Challenger!

COMMUNICATION & LISTENING

ASSERTIVENESS TRAINING

GOAL SETTING &
PROBLEM SOLVING
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper'

(823-6092)
DO YOU
REMEMBER?
What was the biggest
thing that happened in
your life on August 28,
1963? Were you born
then? If so, think hard now.
Turn your mind back 43
years ago to the month of
August 1963. Where were
you and what were you
doing? Don’t get me
wrong now. I’m not con
ducting a private hearing.
I’m just asking ... where
you were and what were
you doing 43 years ago
during the month of
August? Need any help?
Well, how about the March
on Washington? That’s
right! Forty-three years
ago, if you were as black
then as you look now, you
were getting ready to
march on Washington with
250,000 other black people
and the whites who sup

Where the heck were you
on August 28, 1963? Good
question, er?
***

ported them. Remember

have are memories and his

IN MEMORIAM
RUFUS THOMPSON

Allegany Franciscan
Ministries Announces Grant
Opportunities In Hillsborough
And Pinellas Counties
TAMPA BAY - Alle
gany Franciscan Ministries
is making over a half-mil
lion dollars of grant funds
available on a competitive
basis to non-profit organi
zations in the Tampa Bay
area as part of its Edu
cation for a Healthier
Community
Initiative.
Funding will be awarded to
a limited number of non
profits serving residents of
Hillsborough or Pinellas'
Counties for neighbor
hood-based programs and
initiatives that aim* to
improve the overall health
status and healthcare

access for those most in
need. Applications are
now being accepted for
major grant and charity
grant programs. For fur
ther information and appli
cation deadlines, visit
www.afmfl.org
under
Tampa Bay Region infor
mation.
Allegany Franciscan
Ministries is a grantmak
ing institution guided by
the mission and rooted in
the tradition and vision of
the Franciscan Sisters of
Allegany. Allegany Fran
ciscan Ministries is a cata
lyst for systemic change by

committing resources and
encouraging collaborative
work to promote physical,
mental, spiritual, environ
mental and cultural health
and well-being. Allegany
Franciscan Ministries main
objectives include promot
ing health services that
heal the whole person; pro
viding service, education,
and advocacy that build
healthier
communities;
uniting
communities
served; and promoting
non-violence and justice in
these communities.

Youth To Attend National
Youth Summit In DC

12-13-1926
7-17-04
Born
Demise'
Rufus left us one year
ago today. We thought of
him with love today, but
that is nothing new. We
thought about him yester
day and days before that
too. We think of him in
silence. We often speak
your name. Now all we

the March on Washington? picture in a. frame. His
How could anybody ever memory is. our keepsake
with which we will never
forget it?
Every year when part. God has him in His
August rolls around, I find keeping. We have him in
myself taking some back our hearts.
All our love, from
ward glances over some
well-traveled roads and Rufus’ devoted wife of 42
inevitably my mind falls wonderful years, Almeta
on 250,000 people clus Thompson, his daughter
tered around Lincoln who loved him dearly,
Memorial in Washington Bridget T. Booze, her
singing,
“We
Shall faithful husband, David,
and their daughter and
Overcome!”
Were you there? Were Rufus’ only grandchild,
Brittney, who-is, the joy of
you there?
Were you there that their life, other family
and
caring
day in August? Were you members
trying to get there? Where friends. f
To love and be loved is
the heck were you?
I remember it as if it the greatest joy in the
were yesterday. It was in world.
***
the “stirring
sixties,”
FOOD
which I consider the most
FOR THOUGHT
exciting years in the recent
If absence makes the
history of black people in
America. Everybody was heart grow fonder, some
living then, including people must really love the
Martin
Luther
King, church.
The innocent and the
Malcolm X, Whitney
Young, Bobby and John fool could pass for twins.
***
Kennedy, L.B.J., every
With those thoughts in
body - and was together at least it seemed that way. mind,
STAY LOOSE!
Do you remember? Were
you trying to get there?

ST. PETERSBURG Family Resources has been
awarded five out of 10
scholarships given to the
southeastern region for the
2005
National Youth
Summit, "Youth in Action Making a Difference." The
Summit, hosted by the
Family and Youth Services
Bureau, will be held July
28 - 30 at the Wardman
Park Marriott Hotel in
Washington, DC.

country to celebrate the
strengths and accomplish
ments of America's young
people. The 2005 National
Youth Summit is for youth
in action who make a dif
ference as well as adults
who work with, learn from
and support America's
dynamic young people.
Laura Bush is the
Honorary Chairperson of
this year's Summit called,
Youth in Action - Making a

Mary Ann Assiff, from
the Youth Arts Corps, will
be attending the Summit,

Difference. The FYSB is
an agency within the U.S.
Department of Health and

along with the youth
awarded the. scholarships:
Trudy Cox; Kendra John;
and Emily Price from the
Youth Arts Corps, and
Jessica from Transitional
Living.
The National Youth
Summit is an annual event
that brings together youth
and adults from across the

Human Services, and part
ners with other federal
agencies, and has hosted
the Summit since 2002.
The NYS provides
youth and adults the oppor
tunity to learn how young
people from urban, subur
ban and rural America are
making a positive impact
in their communities. Each

STOP!
Don’t lose another minute of sleep.
I Buy Houses FA$T, Any Price, Any Condition

I pay cash and close in 3 days.
Call today and get cash in less than a week.
1-877-275-5060 ext. 2200 24 hour toll free line

If you are paying more than 1.9% on your mortgage

get this
Report
on refinancing with an interest only loan.
FREE

You can take cash out and save hundreds of dollars.
1-877-275-5060 ext. 3200 24hour toll free line

www.fiorida-propcrty-group.coin

Summit includes skill
building sessions, net
working, and time to share
ideas. The goal of the
Summit is to increase the
knowledge and skills of
young people and adults
who work to influence
their communities through
public policy, the econo
my, community service,
and their creativity.
Information on the
Summit can be found at:
http://conferences.jbs.biz/n
cfy_dc/.
Family Resources, Inc.
is a private, non-profit
organization serving chil
dren and families in the
Tampa Bay area since
1970. Transitional Living
provides care for youth
ages 16 to 17 who cannot
live at home and are leav
ing the foster care system.
The Youth. Arts Corps'
main program, Youth Arts
Corps at Wildwood, is a
free after-school art and
employment
program
located at the Wildwood
Recreation Center in St.
Petersburg.
More information on
these apd other Family
Resources' programs can
be found at www.familyresources.org.

the chance to achieve Please veil unct org or call 1-800-332 862J
f/xiylotg
Give ,0 the On ited Negro College Fund.
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Coldwell Banker’s St.
Petersburg Central Office
Welcomes Deborah Rivera
ST. PETERSBURG Deborah Rivera has joined
Coldwell
Banker
Residential Real Estate’s
St. Petersburg Central
office.
According
to
Rivera, a lifelong resident
of St. Petersburg, "I look
forward to using my exten
sive knowledge of the area
in this dynamic real estate
market and offer buyers
and sellers superior cus
tomer service."
Rivera, a teacher for
the
Pinellas
County
Schools

Dropout

Prevention Services, will
specialize in residential
property sales. "I chose
Coldwell Banker because
of the professional reputa
tion it has in the real estate
industry. The company is
also known for its superb
training and marketing
programs," she said.
Of Rivera, Larry
Williams, managing bro
ker for Coldwell Banker’s
St. Petersburg Central
office, stated: "I look for
ward to the contribution

Deborah Rivera

that Deborah will have in
our office. Her strong
interpersonal
skills,
knowledge of the St.
Petersburg area and ener
getic nature are valuable

assets,
Deborah Rivera may
be reached at the St.
Petersburg Central office
at (727) 381-2345.

The Mary Bradley Weeks
Educational Project Presents
School Supply Giveaway
SARASOTA - The elementary, middle and
Mary Bradley Weeks Edu high school students; col
cational Project, Inc., in lege students attending un
memory of two-year-old dergraduate and graduate
Adrian Mitchell, Jr. is programs; and students
sponsoring the "2005 Fall attending technical and
Semester School Supply vocational schools.
Local and national
Giveaway" on July 23,
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., at' corporations, businesses,
North United Methodist organizations and individ
Church located at 4726 ual sponsors donate the
NorthTamiami Trail ’ in school supplies and fund
ing for the purchase of
Sarasota.
. The Mary Bradley supplies for the project
Weeks Educational Pro throughout the year.
The supplies include
ject, Inc., is a non-profit
organization that provides notebook paper, pencils,
free school supplies to notebook binders, rulers,
Manatee and Sarasota calculators, protractors,
backpacks,
county students before the compasses,
fall and winter semesters, erasers, crayons, glue,
each August and January.
folders, ink pens, color
The students receiving markers, scissors and
school supplies include lunch boxes.

• Associate in Science degrees
including
Accounting Technology
• Certificates including
Accounting Applications

(727) 341-4772
We ate tan Witt Wsfless poieratal Help us mate sure that we at have

The Palladium is locat
ed at 253 Fifth Ave. N. The
performance, jam session
and buffet will be held in
the Palladium’s Stavros
Great Room. Entry will be
on their Third Street North
entrance. Don’t miss this
evening of jazz, which will
be the first of many to
come!
For ticket information
and other inquiries, please
call the palladium at (727)
822-3590, or visit them
online at www.palladiumtheatre.com.

• Associate in Arts'degree

safew

jVR|

area, playing with several
different groups. His style
and approach to music are
very much his own, while
drawing on the influences
of John Coltrane, James
Brown arid Stevie Wonder.
He is a player mindful of
the past, yet always trying
to incorporate a sound that
is modern and will connect
with today’s listener.
Carter began his musical
career in Omaha, Nebraska
and played with such noted
artist as Preston Love,1
Russell Malone and the
Nebraska Jazz Orchestra.

The Mary Bradley Weeks Educational Project Presents School
Supply Giveaway

Neither should you.

___

ST. PETERSBURG—
The Palladium and Weekly
Challenger correspondent
Rick Gee (of Rick Gee’s
JazzJamm) will begin pre
senting a monthly Cabaret
Jam Session and buffet.
The first event kicks off on
Thursday, July 21 at 7 p.m.
The evening will begin
with a set by the Jeremy
Carter Quartet, and will
include the playing of
many local artists will be
dropping in for the jam.
Saxophonist Jeremy
Carter resides and per
forms in the Tampa Bay

• Bachelor's degrees including
International Business^

At St. Petersburg College
we put no limits on your
education options.

A MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE

Rick Gee’s JazzJamm And
The Palladium’s ‘Cabaret Jam
Session’ Tonight!

St. Petersburg College
Excellence in education since 1927

The Mary Bradley
Weeks Educational Pro
ject, Inc., is a non-profit
501 (c ) (3) organization.
The Sarasota, Floridabased organization was es
tablished in 2002, in mem
ory of two-year-old Adrian
Mitchell, Jr.,, who was
killed by an unlicensed,
hit-and-run driver. on
Easter Sunday of that year.
Since its founding, hun
dreds of Sarasota and
Manatee County students
have received- free school
supplies.
To donate school sup
plies, funds or for more
information contact Mary
Bradley Weeks at (941)
953-4499.

Please Support Our Paper by
Patronizing Our Advertisers
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Kids Going to
College

by Sonya Young

Congratulations!
Your child has been ac
cepted.
Sending your kids off
to roam the hallowed.halls
is the realization of a life
time dream. One that may
have been started before
your child was born. It’s
also a huge financial re
sponsibility. Next to buy
ing a home, college tuition
may be in the single great
est expense you will have
in your lifetime.
It is worth this huge
financial sacrifice? The
answer is yes! A college
education can provide your
child with opportunity for
personal growth, a better
job, the potential to earn
more money, and skills and
knowledge that can never
be taken away.
Higher education still
remains one of the best in
vestments. Over a lifetime,
the gap in earnings poten
tial between a high school
diploma and a college de
gree is more than $1 mil
lion, according to the Cen
sus Bureau. The message
that there are tremendous
payoffs to college educa
tion is getting through
because in 1972, only 49
percent of high school
graduates went on to col
lege. By 2000, that number
increased to 66 percent.
Even though higher
education costs continue to
■ rise, these increases have
not outpaced the additional,
earning power students
realize by attending and
graduating from college.
The Census Bureau reports
and that as of 2000, the
average college graduate
had a 90 percent earnings
advantage over a person
with a high school diplo
ma.
We protect the things
that are valuable to us. We
make sure our children eat
right; we take our cars in

for regular maintenance.
So, what are you doing to
protect their financial fu
ture? Part of planning their
financial future means tak
ing steps to ensure they are
secure even if they are
away from home. It means
life insurance.
The primary benefit of
life insurance is the death
benefit. It’s paid to your
beneficiary - in most
cases, your spouse/family
- and relieves them, of
unexpected financial bur
dens. This can be used to
cover immediate expenses
like funeral expenses and
daily bills, long-term debts
(car loan or home mort
gage) and can be used for
funding college. Life in
surance can also protect
your savings and invest
ments from estate taxes.
All of these safeguards
mean your nest egg could
remain intact.
Life insurance is the
foundation for building a
solid financial strategy.
There are many- types of
life insurance and one of
them is bound to be a good
match for your situation.
Consult your financial pro
fessional for advice on life
insurance.
The effectiveness of
life insurance can be multi
plied with a will. State
laws vary, with some being
very pro-spouse while oth
ers want to give most of
everything to the children.
The best way to ensure
their future is to make sure
you provide a plan, in
addition to the resources to
make.it happen - even if
you can’t be there to do it
yourself
Sonya Y. Young is'CEO
and President of Young
Financial Corporation; .■•id
eated at. 1950 First Ave. N.,
Suite 216, Str Petersburg,
Florida 33713. She can- be
reached at her office at (727)
822-9898, or by fax at: (727)
822-9445.

Pinellas Opportunity
Council Meeting
Approaches
PINELLAS COUNTY
- The next regularly sched
uled meeting of the Board
of Directors of the Pinellas
Opportunity Council, Inc.,
a private non-profit organi
zation, will be held at. 7:30
p.m. on Tuesday, July 26.
The meeting, which is
open to the public, will be
held at the Juvenile Wel-

fare Board Building, 6698
68th Aye. N., in Pinellas
Park, Fla.
The Chair of the POC
Board, Jim McGarvey, will
preside.
For more information,
please contact Betty Hess
at (727) 327-8690, ext. 10.

Public Celebration For $4.4
Million Grant Awarded to
Health Department
major maternal and child
health project. The health
department’s innovative St.
Petersburg Healthy Start
Federal Project was chosen
for funding as part of
HRSA’s
"Eliminating
Disparities in Perinatal
Health" initiative competi
tion.
A partnership consist
ing of All Children’s Hos
pital, Bayfront Medical
Center, Directions For
Mental Health, Healthy
Start Coalition, Operation
Par, Infinite Solutions of
Tampa Bay, Inc., YWCA,
Bethel Community Foun-

PINELLAS COUNTY
- The public is invited to a
presentation awarding of a
$4.4 million grant to the
Pinellas County Health
Department. A celebration
is planned for on Thursday,
July 28, from 1-2 p.m. at
the Pinellas County Health
Department, 205 Dr. Mar
tin Luther King St. N. in
St. Petersburg.
The Federal Healthy
Start grant, which will be
awarded over the next four
years by the United States
Health Resources and
Services Administration
(HRSA), will support a

dation, Inc., Dr. Mariano
Cibran (St. Petersburg
Pediatrics) and Manhattan
Hairstyling Academy will
provide critical services
including outreach, case
management, social work,
counseling arid health edu
cation.
Please join the pro
ject’s staff and partners for
entertainment, and refresh
ments in celebration of this
momentous occasion.For more information,
contact: May Baccam,
Administrative Secretary
for Project Director Vienna
Adams .at (727) 824-6963.

Everyone’s Youth United
Talent Showcase: Where
Everyone’s A Winner

Last year’s $1,000 tal
ent search winner, Amy
Weaver.
ST. PETERSBURG Last Saturday evening was
in more than one way ... a
beautiful and exciting
night It was a beautiful
night for all the youth
residing in and around the
City of St. Petersburg, and
for the talent scouts and au
dience attending the finals
-of the 10th Semi Annual
Talent Search Expo held at
the Palladium Theater. Top
Dogg Entertainment, head
ed up by local businessman
Jonathan Bell, presented
the unique extravaganza in
association with Every
one’s Youth United, Inc,
(EYU) located at 700 43rd
St. S.
Auditions for the com
petition were held back in
June at St. Petersburg
GILLS YMCA, Country
side High School in Clear
water, and at the University
of Florida - Marshall Cen
ter in Tampa. Semifinals
were held at fee Si. Peters
burg Hilton, and concluded
with fee outstanding fanta
sy final event at fee down
town St. Petersburg Palla
dium Theater. Hosted by
the ever popular Orlando
from radio station WILD
98.7 - Freak Show, there
were lots of laughs and
good all-around fun for fee
entire audience. Categor
ies for the talented youth
performing in the finals
included solo performance,
group performance, rap,
dance and miscellaneous.
In addition ' to the

Make a Friend, Help a Child,
Have Fun...Mentor!
PINELLAS COUNTY
- Big Brothers Big Sisters
has been identified as fee
premier mentoring pro
gram
throughout
the
United States for over 100
years by its history of
matching quality volun
teers wife children in their
own community.
Big
Brothers Big Sisters is
looking for volunteers who
are willing to become a
positive role model to a
child, while at the same
time experiencing the joys
of friendship and new ad
ventures. Currently in Pi
nellas County there are 132
boys and 44 girls waiting
for a Big Brother, Big
Sister or a Big Couple - a
record high!
At Big Brothers Big
Sisters, volunteers are
offered a variety of ways in
which they can mentor a
child in both fee communi
ty or in fee child’s school.
In the traditional, commu
nity-based program you

torium. A few of them had
comments to make about
the anticipated evening of
events, such as fee very
spirited gospel group
‘Chosen
Generation.’
Comprised of eight mem
bers, the group included:
Jessica, Cassandra and
Sarah Sweet, Tiffany and
Brittany Cratic, Elsie
This was a special performance by the EYU
Moore, male members Will
Marching (Band) Bobcats, with the majorettes!
Martin
and
Cameron
Nobles.. Each member of
the group appeared to be
enthusiastic about their
scheduled performance.
Martin explained feat fee
groups’ name was unani
mously chosen. He arid the
group feel feat fee Lord,
Jesus Christ, has chosen
The rock group "Airgo" put on quite a
their generation to do great
performance!
things.
They mutually
The above photos by Rassi
agreed feat even if they
didn’t win, they were still
winners because this spe
cial talent search event
brought fee group closer to
God arid allowed them to
reach a higher level in
bonding as sisters and
brothers.
As the rap group ‘Po’
Pholkes
’ was waiting to go
2nd Runner-up:
3rd Runner-up:
onstage, they appeared
Sherlonda C,arty
Sachel Denise Barer
(Sherlonda )from the
(Miss Sassy Poet)' from anxious to share their feel
the-Miscellaneous
Solo Vocal Category
ings about fee evening’s
Category
tremendous public expo
event. Comprised of a
sure afforded fee contest is best known for founding three-man group with
ants,' fee winners were in the very popular ‘Def names like ‘Boss Man,’
line for over $10,000 in Poetry’, which became a •Pappy,’ and ‘Two-Face,’
cash and prizes. Some of hit show on HBO Tele each were bom and raised
the prizes included a studio vision under the program here ip the City of St.
demo; photo shoots, pro ming title of ‘Def Poetry Petersburg. Having gradu
motional packages, on-line Jam’. He is the brother of ated from high school, all
promos, and the debut of Reverend Run of the popu three are working and rap
the' winner’s demo on lar rap group ‘RUN DMC,’ ping. ‘Boss Man’ explain
WILD 98.7 Evening Show. and serves as president of ed that the EYU Talent
As an added treat for those the Russell Simmons’ Phi Showcase has given fee
in attendance, Danny lanthropic Arts Founda group motivation to do
Simmons, brother of the tion.
something positive, while
famous Hip-Hop entrepre
Performers for the at the same time, proving
neur Russell Simmons, evening’s entertainment .to themselves that they
served as one of fee talent were secluded in a room possess fee necessary tal
search judges. Simmons just off from fee main audi- ent to succeed as entertain
ers. They were in agree-

are paired one-to-one wife
a child, spending a few
hours a month together.
You both decide upon
whether to ride bikes, go
swimming, attend a sport
ing event, have ice cream,
or simply stay in and watch
a movie.
In addition to fee com
munity-based
program,
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Pinellas County has broad
ened fee outreach to chil
dren through in-school and
after-school care programs.
In the school-based men
toring program, volunteers
are needed to spend time
with a child for one hour a
week at the child’s elemen
tary school. Playing board
games, doing craft proj
ects, working on home
work or just talking for a
while can offer new oppor
tunities for a young child.
The focus of the program
is on improving fee read
ing, literacy, and social
skills of that child. Chil-

dren in each program are
matched when they are be
tween 5 and 12 years old.
Growing up is about
discovering the world.
You have an opportunity to
provide an ongoing rela
tionship, academic sup
port, wholesome activities,
and just plain FUN to
youth-in-need throughout
our area. There are cur
rently 176 children in our
community hoping for a
volunteer like you to help
them make the right choic
es in life in order to make it
a wonderful and exciting
journey.
There are a variety of
ways feat you can get in
volved to share the magic
of friendship wife a child.
For additional information
on how to get involved
wife Big Brothers Big Sis
ters, please call us at (727)
518-8860, email info@
bbbspc.org, or visit our
website at www.BBBSPC.org.

ment that whether they win founder Eric Green, EYU
or lose, they’re not just out is doing outstanding work
for the competition, but to with this area’s youth. Its
also deliver a vital mes mission is to reach out to at
sage. That message being risk children in the com
one of "Peace" to all fee munity, to provide them
peoples of the world. with enjoyable, construc
‘Two-Face’ concluded.with tive ways to use their spare
the statement that "the time, and to help educate
group, would love to see and guide them in the diffi
black, white, yellow and cult decisions they have
brown people in St. Peters ahead of them. Wife fee
burg come together in support of sponsors and
some form of true and sin members of fee communi
cere harmony. What a ty, they provide working
beautiful world this would partnerships to initiate pro
be."
grams and services to fee
The entire show was children and families of the
"off the hook," and "a community.
blast," showing off the tal
As a member of the St:
ent of fee youth residing in Petersburg community, (I
our fair city. First, second urge you to pay a visit to
and third place winners of fee EYU recently pur
the evening’s talent show chased youth center at 700
case were ‘Kill iT’ (dance 43rd Street, South. There
category),. ‘Sherlonda’ (so you will see a vital pro
lo performance), and fee gram in action. You’ll hear
poet ‘Miss Sassy’. Satur and see young men and
day evening’s event was women of all nationalities
one in which we can all and colors, responding to
hold out our chests, proud their peers politely and
in the knowledge that most ‘yes mam,’ and ‘no sir’ to
of fee youth in our commu their elders. It’s a beautiful
nity are looking and and rewarding sight to see
searching, for something young folks ■ working
positive and constructive. together, young men with
All feat is needed by them their pants up on their hips,
is a little boost, a caring and young ladies who
word and a pat on fee back, dress, speak and act like
an enthusiastic show of young ladies. "Only Eng
appreciation. And, then we lish is spoken here," pro
who understand how diffi fanity is definitely not
cult it can be during the allowed, and only positive
early years can just step and constructive verbal
aside, and let them do fee interaction is accepted.
rest.
Let’s take our hats off to
It was obvious to this Mr. Eric Green, whose
correspondent feat the type vision it was to provide a
of feelings generated by safe harbor for at risk
fee young people partici youth - a man who deals
pating in "Everyone’s wife these young people as
Youth United Finals Show if they were his own. He is
case" of the Talent Show truly "Youth’s Guardian
Expo were the result of the Angel."
outstanding efforts of fee
organization. Headed by
Brooklyn bom CEO and

CELEBRATE!!
St Petersburg Healthy Start Federal Project for women of I
child-bearing age, infants and their families

205 MLK St N; St Petersburg, FL 33701, Room 2-183
July 28, 2005 from lpm-2pm
Are you interested in
writing for The Weekly Challenger
or becoming one of our photogra
phers? If so, please stop by the office
or call us at (727) 896-2922!

X

Refreshments!

Entertainment!

Operation PAR, Inc. is a collaborative partner
with Federal Healthy Start

L.

.J

Grand Prize Winners: Local Youth Dance group ( Kill - It) from the Dance
Category
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“THE VERY BEST FILM I’VE SEEN THIS YEAR!
IT’S HIP-HOP STRIPPED DOWN TO ITS ESSENTIALS!

THE MUSIC IS SO DAMN COOL!”

from producer
JOHN SINGLETON

AND WRITER/DIRECTOR

CRAIG BREWER

SOUNDTRACK ON
GRANQ HUSTLE/ATLANTIC RECORDS

UNDER 17 REQUIRES ACCOMPANYING
PARENT OR ADULT GUARDIAN

SEX AND DRUG CONTENT,
PERVASIVE LANGUAGE AND SOME VIOLENCE,

FEATURING T.I., MIKE JONE8, P$C,
WEBBIE. TRtNA ANO MORE..,

<3KA1N»
hustle

nnipomvi*
DIGITAL
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PARAMOUNT
CLASSICS

ATLANTIC

fi—*—
NEW OEM. ENTERTAiNMEMT
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Copyright ©2005 by Paramount Classics, a division of Paramount Pictures. All rights reserved.

IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE JULY 22
VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.HUSTLEANDFLOW.COM

AMC
SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT
TICKETS ACCEPTED

VETERAN’S 24

9302 Anderson Rd.
813-243-4955

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES
OR CALL THEATRE FOR SOUND
INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES
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STATE NEWS
Ex-Broncos DT
Carter To Coach
Florida A&M

Black Women Take Control By Opening Businesses

Carter takes over for former head coach Billy Joe,
who spent 11 years at FAMU.
by Brent Kallestad
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
- Former Denver Broncos
defensive tackle Rubin
Carter was introduced as
Florida
A&M
coach
Wednesday.
The 51-year-old Carter
spent the last 16 months as
defensive line coach at
Temple. He replaces Billy
Joe, who was fired last
month along with two
assistants amid an ongoing
cheating probe. Joe was
86-46 in 11 years at Florida
A&M.
We said our goodbyes
yesterday," said Patrice
Cohill, Temple football
administrative recruiting
specialist. "We're going to
miss him. He did a terrific
job here."
Carter, who has never
been a head coach, has lit
tle time to prepare for the
start of the 2005 season.
Players are due to report
Aug. 7 and the season
opener is Sept. 3 against
Delaware State.

"I understand the play
ers were saying he was
their No. 1 choice," state
Sen. A1 Lawson, a 1970
Florida A&M graduate,
said Tuesday. "Everyone
that I've talked to gives him
high praise."
The new coach is tak
ing over a program in the
midst of a school-wide
funding crisis - and an
NCAA investigation into
hundreds of rules viola
tions throughout the athlet
ics program.
FAMU was stripped of
MEAC
championships
from 2000 and 2001 after
an investigation showed
196 NCAA rules violations
throughout its athletics
program.
Carter, who played in
Denver's 1978 and 1987
Super Bowl losses, spent a
dozen seasons in the NFL
before coaching 17 years at
the pro and collegiate lev
els. His son, Andre, was
the seventh overall pick in
the 2001 NFL draft.

Ricky Williams Cleared
To Report To Camp

Black women shoiild find inspiration in Johnson Publishing Co. CEO and President Linda Johnson Rice, talk show host Oprah Winfrey, and Essence magazine
Editorial Director Susan Taylor.
by Susan Salisbury
The Palm Beach Post
WEST
PALM
BEACH, Fla. (AP) Karline Ricketts' moment
of truth came when she rea
lized she would never be
named controller of the
major New York retail firm
for which she was head
bookkeeper.
The time was the
1980s, and Ricketts was a
black woman in corporate
America. She was success
ful but found herself unable
to advance, especially after
she had to train a new hire
for the controller position
she wanted.
“How often are- we
going to be the CFOs and
CEOs?" Ricketts said. “We
are always, going to be the
administrative assistants
and bookkeepers until the
day we die."
So, at 30, Ricketts re
trained as a hairstylist, and
in 1997 she opened Karline's Salon and Spa in
West Palm Beach. Today
it's a thriving full-service

salon with 16 employees
that handles 700 to 800
clients a month and is
packed even on a weekday
summer afternoon.
“It was the best thing
that ever happened to me,"
she said. “I came from a
family with entrepreneurial
spirit. I thought we were
just hustlers. I realized we
had to work for ourselves."
Ricketts, 48, is .part of a
growing trend. The majori
ty of black entrepreneurs
now are women, according
to recent figures from the
Social Security Adminis
tration.
From 1997 to 2002 the
number of self-employed
black women in the United
States grew 70 percent, to
453,653 from 267,311, the
figures show. The number
of self-employed black
men grew 21 percent over
the same period, to 378,726
from 312,872.
Florida had the secondhighest rate of increase
among the states in black
women owning businesses,

with a 112 percent jump to
45,860 from 21,570, ac
cording to the Social Se
curity Administration.
John Templeton, editor
of blackmoney.com and
author of “Unfinished
Dream: State of Black
Business," said rising col
lege
graduation
rates
among women are a factor
in the increase in the num
ber of black female entre
preneurs.
Another major influ
ence is role models such as
Johnson Publishing Co.
CEO and President Linda
Johnson Rice, talk show
host Oprah Winfrey, res
taurateur and lifestyle guru
B. Smith and Essence mag
azine Editorial Director
Susan Taylor, Templeton
said in an e-mail message.
“Anecdotally, I believe
many have reached the
limit in their corporate
careers and have turned to
things they'd like to do vol
untarily or involuntarily,"
he wrote. “There is a sec
ond career wave among

blacks in general that is
giving women who might
have been more security
conscious when first start
ing their careers the option
to pursue dreams."
Joanne Blaise, presi
dent of Blaise Creations
Inc., started her West Palm
Beach-based business in
1998, making a type of
satin hair scarf designed to
keep hair smooth while its
wearer sleeps.
She produces about
1,000 of the “wrap caps" a
year, sewing them herself.
The caps sell for $15 each
at more than 30 hair salons,
in the Southeast.
Ricketts, a friend of
hers, gave her the idea.
“We had been lament
ing the fact that black
women tie their hair with
these Aunt Jemima-looking
scarves to keep their hair
from getting kinky,” Blaise
said.
Blaise thinks the rea
sons black women start
their own businesses are no
different than for the popu

lation as whole.
“The key to financial
security is being on your
own and having some free
dom and flexibility to have
a quality of life," she said.
Shirley Arline, presi
dent of CoWorks Interna
tional Inc., a Jupiter-based
human resources manage
ment consulting firm with
25 employees, was also
attracted to the pluses of
self-employment.
She had a successful
career as a senior executive
for several Fortune 500
companies, including Pit-

ney-Bowes Inc. and Atlan
tic Richfield Co.
But 10 years ago Arline
decided to pursue her
dream of having her own
firm.
/
“A lot of women like
having the power to deter
mine their own earnings
potential," she said. “You
can do that better with a
business."
More women are confi
dent that they can operate
their own business, said

Esther Sherman, president
of Enterprising Paradigms
of South Florida.
“A lot of them have
gotten to the point of step
ping out and doing it," said
Sherman, who worked for
30 years as a health special
ist for the Palm Beach
County School District
before retiring and found
ing her Afrocentric-art
company in Riviera Beach.
She's recently moved to
Jacksonville but returns to
Palm Beach County to do
business.
For Ricketts and others
like her, the excitement of
developing and running a
business exceeds any job
they could have as an
employee.
“I want to be success
ful," Ricketts said. “I want
to leave a mark on this
world. I want to prove to
my grandbaby she can be
all she can be. There are
many females out there like
us. We're just awesome."

Rep. Joyner Appointed to
Select Committee To Protect
Private Property Rights

Miami Dolphins' running back Ricky Williams has
been cleared by the NFL to report Sunday, July 24,
with the rest of the teain for the start of training
camp, league spokesman Greg Aiello said earlier this
week.
DAVIE, Fla. .(AP) Miami Dolphins running
back Ricky Williams has
been cleared by the NFL to
report Sunday for the start
of training camp, a year
and a day after he abruptly
retired.
Williams decided to
apply for reinstatement af
ter sitting out last season.
He still faces a four-game
suspension for violating
the league's substance
abuse program.
'
'If he decides to return,
Ricky Williams is eligible
to report on the first day of
training camp without in
curring a further violation
of the substance abuse pro
gram," NFL spokesman
Greg Aiello said Tuesday.
"His four-game suspension
for violating the program
would be served over the
first four games of the reg-

ular season."
Williams
acknowl
edged shortly after retiring
that he failed drug tests and
faced a suspension for test
ing positive three times for
marijuana, A court later
found the 2002 NFL rush
ing champion in breach of
contract by retiring, and
ordered him to repay the
team $8.6 million US.
Williams
informed
coach Dave Wannstedt of
his retirement plans last
July 23, one week before
the start of training camp.
New coach Nick Saban
offered Williams another
chance with the Dolphins,
who report Sunday and
begin workouts Monday.
Williams rushed for
3,225 yards and 25 touch
downs in his two seasons
with the team.

TALLAHASSEE
Rep. Arthenia L. Joyner
(D?Tampa) was appointed
by The Speaker of The
Florida House of Repre
sentatives to serve on the
House Select Committee to
Protect Private Property
Rights.
"I am honored that the
Speaker of the House has
confidence in my ability to
fight for the rights of
Florida property owners,"'
said Joyner. "After last
month's Supreme Court
decision, it is very impor
tant to me that private prop
erty cannot be unjustly
taken away from our
Florida families."
The Select Committee
to Protect Private Property
Rights is charged with
reviewing Florida's Con
stitution, statutes, case law
and any other relevant rules
or ordinances. Their task
will be to identify any areas
of ambiguity and recom
mend appropriate changes.
The formation of the com
mittee comes on the heels

-*00101)1160 CRUSTACEANS
ARE A ST. PETE SENSATION!
DINNER INCLUDES:
Rep. Arthenia L. Joyner

of the United States
Supreme Court decision
regarding eminent domain.
The Supreme Court ruled
that a Connecticut town's
government could seize
private property by eminent
domain and then use the
land for private develop
ment. State legislatures can
set clear guidelines for

when eminent domain is
acceptable.
The formation of the
Select Committee to Pro
tect Private Property Rights
was announced on June 24.
The appointees to the com
mittee were finalized on
July 15.

TEN JUMBO SHRIMP
COLESLAW, CORNPUPPIES
CHOICE OF FRIES OR RICE
$12.99
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327- 8309
328- 8309

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD

Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 P/

MARKET & RESTAUR ANT

Sunday ... Gone Fishin

^HERE THE LOCALS BUY
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FOR OVER 21 YEARS
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NATIONAL NEWS
Sharpton Urges Calm
During Probe Of LAPD

Lorena Lopez, second right, is helped by her children Elsy De La Paz, left,
Ronald and Carlos De La Paz as they carry the coffin of Lopez' 19-month-old
daughter Suzie Marie Pena outside San Miguel Church in the Watts section of
Los Angeles, Saturday, July 16.
AP Photo/Ann Johansson
LOS ANGELES - The police is right," he said. "baby killers."
Rev. A1 Sharpton called on "There cannot also be a
Sharpton, ' however,
angry residents to have reaction, knee-jerk in the said the incident differed
patience while authorities community, saying they're from what he says are pre
investigate the death of a always wrong."
vious examples of police
19-month-old
toddler Sharpton spoke a day after misconduct. He said the
killed by police during a the funeral of Suzie Pena, latest case wasn't similar to
shootout with her father.
whose father, Jose Pena, the 1991 beating of black
Addressing a South 34, also was killed by motorist Rodney King
Los Angeles church con police when a SWAT team because it was unclear who
gregation that included the raided his business follow was at fault.
girl's mother and sister, ing a 2 1/2-hour standoff
"I take a different pos
Sharptoq said Sunday that that left one officer wound ture this time," he said:
some local activists had ed.
"We must fight for justice
agreed to suspend protests
Activists have staged and I think, if we have con
until the Police Department nightly
demonstrations fidence, the mayor will
finished its probe.
since the July 10 shooting, stand and make sure that
"There cannot be a heckling police and waving will happen."
knee-jerk reaction when

signs calling officers in

we will always say the

volved in the shooting

NEWS DEADLINE IS
4 P.M. MONDAY

Kobe Bryant
Resumes
Endorsement
Career With Nike
DENVER (AP) - Nike
has recently begun using
photos of Kobe Bryant for
the first time since his
arrest two years ago for an
alleged assault on a female
employee at a Colorado
resort.
"Nike agrees with most
NBA observers that Kobe
ranks among the very best
players in the NBA, and his
training and preparation
are key elements of his
game," said Nike spokes
man Rodney Knox.
The ads appear in
Sports Illustrated, and are
the first to use Bryant's im
age. His name appeared in
an ad earlier this year.
Prosecutors dismissed
a rape charge against Bry
ant last September after his
alleged victim refused to
go ahead with the case.
Bryant publicly apolo
gized to her without admit
ting any guilt.

A civil suit filed by the
alleged victim against
Bryant was settled out of
court. Its details were not
released.
Bryant had signed a
$45 million deal with Nike
shortly before his arrest.
McDonald's and Nutella
both dropped Bryant from
their roster of celebrity
endorsers after his arrest.
Cynthia Stone, spokes
woman for the Colorado
Coalition Against Sexual
Assault, criticized Nike's
decision.
"Corporations
like
Nike play a huge part in
creating role models for
millions of young ath
letes," she said.
"It would be a great
inspiration to those young
people if the endorsers
were not only accom
plished athletes, but also
had a reputation for posi
tive and ethical conduct."

Please
Support Our
Paper by
Patronizing
Our
Advertisers

Tiger Woods walks
around with the tro
phy after winning the
British Open golf
championship on the
Old Course at St.
Andrews, Scotland
Sunday July 17.
Woods finished the
tournament at 14under par to win the
trophy, achieving his
10th major win of his
career.
AP Photo/Ted S. Warren

Angela Burt-Murray Named
Editor-In-Chief Of ‘Essence
Magazine’
NEW YORK - Angela
Burt-Murray
has
been
named editor-in-chief of
Essence magazine, it was
announced today by . Susan
L. Taylor, editorial director
of Essence Communica
tions, Inc.
Burt-Murray, who was
at Essence from 1998 to
2001, most recently has been
executive editor of TEEN
PEOPLE since 2003. She
will now oversee the editori
al content of the publication,
recognized as one of the pre
eminent lifestyle magazine
for African American wom
en.
"We are thrilled to wel
come Angela back . to
Essence," said Taylor. "Her
understanding of the lives of
Black women, her passion
for helping them excel and
stellar leadership skill make
her perfect for the editor-inchief position. In many
ways, Angela is the embodi
ment
of
the
Essence
woman." •
Michelle Ebanks, presi
dent of Essence Communi
cations Inc,, said, "Angela is
a genuine talent and we’re
delighted that she will con
tinue the vision and mission
of Essence magazine."

moted to executive editor in
October 2003.
Prior to Teen People,
Burt-Murray was executive
editor at Honey magazine
from 2001 to 2003, beauty
director at Teen People in
2001, and the fashion and
beauty features editor for
ESSENCE. Her work has
also appeared in Working

Mother, Parenting, Heart &
Soul, Atlanta CiiyMag and
Black Elegance.

Angela Burt-Murray
As executive editor of

Teen People, Burt-Murray
helped execute the maga
zine’s editorial mission,
oversaw its staff, top edited
its entertainment and real
life departments, and man
aged the title’s budget. With
a keen eye for what’s next,
strong story judgment and
boundless creativity, she
conceived some of Teen
People’s most important fea
tures, including the premier
franchise platform Young
Hollywood, The Teen Peo
ple Annual Sex Survey, and
popular new departments.
She joined Teen People in
April 2003 as features direc
tor and was assistant manag
ing editor before being pro-

Burt-Murray is the co
author, along with Denene
Millner and Mitzi Miller, of
the critically acclaimed
humor book "The Angry
Black Woman's Guide to
Life", and the forthcoming
novel, "The Vow." She is
also a member of National
Association of Black Jour
nalists, the American Socier
ty of Magazine Editors, and
has made numerous televi
sion appearances.
A graduate of Hampton
University with a B.S. in Fi
nance, Burt-Murray resides
in South Orange, New
Jersey, with her husband,
Leonard Murray, and their
two young children, Solo
mon and Ellison.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Far From The Daily Violence In Haiti, A Film Festival
by Alfred de Montesquiou
Associated Press Writer
JACMEL, Haiti (AP) A muddy track instead of a
red carpet, guest directors
in jeans not tuxedos, and an
abandoned customs house
as a makeshift lobby. It isn't
the Oscars or the croisette
at Cannes, but the Jacmel
Film Festival is as close as
Haiti comes to having its
own international film
event.
At the-closing night
Saturday, the public didn't
pay much notice to the last
gusts of wind from Hur
ricane Emily as they sat
under the stars in front of a
giant screen set up on a dis
used wharf.
About 5,000 children
and teens huddled on the
ground with hundreds of
adults behind them com
peting for a few old cane
chairs.
The southern city of
Jacmel and its film festival
are an oddity in Haiti, a
country going through
some of its-bleakest hours
of violence and misery in
the 17 months since ousted
President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide fled a bloody re
bellion.
Yet with nearly 100
movies from about 30

countries screened for free
over the past week, the fes
tival achieved its prime
goal: to be a window on
culture for one of the
world's most deprived peo
ple, with about 80 percent
of the 8 million population
illiterate.
“Cinema is the most
immediate media, especial
ly here, where culture is
very visual and few people
can own a TV or a radio,"
said Patrick Boucard, the
festival's co-director. "We
thought it was the best way
to show the rest of the
world to Haitians, open up
their minds. When you're in
misery, it's easy to feel iso
lated."
Boucard, 49, belongs
to an old family of Jacmel,
a port city two hours drive
south of Port-au-Prince.
Hidden behind steep moun
tains and a single, winding
road, it has been saved
from much of the violence
and kidnappings that shake
the capital, where hundreds
have been killed since
Aristide's ouster.
Hometown of many
celebrated Haitian writers
and artists, Jacmel retains a
certain cultural prestige.
Life goes on quietly along
its dusty streets, where

crumbling colonial man
sions with gingerbread fa
cades and wrought-iron
balconies seem frozen in
the days of the French cof
fee planters who built them
more than 200 years ago.
A painter and sculptor
himself, Boucard has an art
gallery in former coffee
warehouse, from which he
runs the festival and the
Jacmel Art Center Foun
dation, FOSAJ by its
Creole acronym, which
provides free cinema and
art workshops for the city's
youth.
“Every Haitian is an
artist," he said. “We've lost
our agriculture, never had
an industry - art and culture
is the only thing we have to
sell. It's what makes us
unique."
Boucard launched the
first festival in 2004 with
co-director David Belle,
who is in charge of pro;
gramming. They said this
year's screenings - on the
wharf and four other loca
tions - attracted about
45,000 viewers.
“At first, we had to do a
lot of community outreach,
people couldn't believe it
really was free," said Belle,
a 32-year-old film director
from New York who has

a

lived in Jacmel on and off
for 13 years. ,
He said once-empty
screenings were now over
crowded, and that security
had been needed to handle
the crowds left outside the
door.
Organizers
raised
$150,000 (euro 124,670) to
rent the electricity genera
tor and other equipment for
the festival, while industry
majors such as Sony and
HBO provided movies for
free - a selection that ran
from
triple Academy
Award nominee Hotel
Rwanda to an Asterix and
Obelix feature cartoon.
Belle said about 200
local volunteers helped
with organization, “But
anything you do in Haiti is
a struggle because of the
complete lack of infrastruc
ture and educated human
resources."
The closing night aired
“Favela Rising," an award
winning
documentary
about a group of self-taught
musicians in a Brazilian
slum directed by Jeff
Zimbalist.
The audience booed
and jeered, as pictures of
gang wars and police abuse
showed a reality close to
their own.

. “It's very relevant,
given the Haitian situation,
to show a parallel with Bra
zil," said Zimbalist, who
came from New York for
the screening. “A lot of
people in the slums there
are finding that culture is
their only outcome."
When the documentary
ended, the crowd kept an
uneasy and uncharacteristic
silence.
“I think they're a bit
surprised, they've never
seen such a strong political
statement in their life, they
don't know how to react,"
Belle said.
He explained that co
caine trafficking had soared
around Jacmel's unprotect
ed coast, just eight hours by
speed boat from Colombia.
The audience did not feel it
could openly acclaim a film
that so violently criticized
the drug lords, Belle said.
Neither could it express
strong feelings about police
violence, with several hea
vily armed Haitian police
nearby.
Though she enjoyed
that night's movie, Marie
Dubuche, an 18-year old
from Jacmel, said her fa
vorite film was Cousines, a
Haitian film on the struggle
of youth in Port-au-Prince,

directed by Richard Senecal, that premiered at the
festival.
Dubuche was with cou
sins, Jenny- Fleurisca, 16,
and Sherly Desilus, 13,
who came especially from
Port-au-Prince for the festi
val. The girls said they
came from Solino., a neigh
borhood of the capital they
described as “very scary."
Bordering Bel Air slum, a
hotspot for shootouts that is
home to several gangs, it is
among the poorest and
most violent in the city.
It was the first time
either of the two girls were
allowed' out until 1 a.m.,
and the first time any of the
three had been to the cine
ma.
They said their parents
gave them 50 gourdes (US$
1.25, eurol) pocket money
a week and that they could
never afford a movie ticket,
which costs 200 gourdes
(US$5, euro4.16).
The schoolgirls said
they'd seen 10 films each
this week. “Before, I want
ed to become a nurse," said
Dubuche pensively, “but
now, I think I'll become an
actress."

Mandela Named
UN Goodwill
Ambassador

Former South African President Nelson Mandela,
right, celebrates his 87th birthday as South African
Minister of Housing Lindiwe Sisulu, left, looks oh
during the Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture in
Johannesburg, South Africa, Tuesday, July 19.

tained from 1962 to 1990.
by Karah Woodward
JOHANNESBURG, He became a symbol for
South Africa (GIN) - Just ’human rights and dignity,
one week shy of his 87th increasing worldwide pres
birthday, former South sure on the South African
African President, Nelson government to abolish its
Mandela, was appointed apartheid government.
After his release, Man
Goodwill Ambassador by
the United Nations Educa dela won the Nobel Peace
tional Scientific and Cul Prize in 1991 and become
tural Organization.
the first democratically
The
announcement elected president of South
was made by UNESCO Africa, serving from 1994
Director-General Koichiro to 1999.
Matsuura at the Nelson
An anti-apartheid acti
Mandela Foundation in Jo vist and humanitarian,
hannesburg last week. Mandela will work to fur
Mandela received interna ther UNESCO’s goal to
tional recognition as a po promote mutual respect for
litical prisoner in South all the world’s cultures.
Africa, where he was de
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries of residents, former residents and seasonal visitors are published without charge. They may include the person ’s age and surviving
close relatives. This information is obtained from the funeral home. Photographs to accompany obituaries are welcome.
For information, call (727) 896-2922 before 1 p.m. Monday & Tuesday. Email all information to: wceditor@tampabay.rr.com.
__ ______
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brother,
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Willie (Evon) Green and

(Katrina) Jenkins; one
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Anderson; three sisters,
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Richard Green; four
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stepson, Timothy Jones;
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and friends. McRae
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Lewis, Michael Jones
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friends.

nephews, cousins and
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friends. McRae Funeral

Shelton; his mother,
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Tucker;
one

Home, St. Petersburg.

brother,

and

cousins

several
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Tucker;
one
sister,
Tameka Tucker; three
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aunts; ten uncles; his
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adoptive mother, Kaye

three sisters, Louise T.
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friend, Jqe Davila; two
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Survivors include five

JAMIN, 63, died June
23, 2005.
Survivors

Tucker,

June 30, 2005. Survivors
include

daughters, Lena (Walter

include one son, Marcus

Andre LaDovick Tucker,

two

children,

Gregory D. Bush and
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Williams,

and

Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.
“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

FUNERAL HOME

Serenity South

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE

Elder L.

3301 -5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680

Lavelle

Thomas,

Sr.
Founder/

Executive
Director

©

Available
24 Hours

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
“The Community's Lighthouse
in the Time of Distress”

Pastor

Daniel B.
Savage III

Executive

Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400
South
1-866-309-8297

FREE CASKETS
-

and

several

Davis;

nephews,

friends.

Funeral

Petersburg.

Home,

Creal

St.

"It's all taken care of"
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - Whait a peace of
mind.

Vice
President

Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You!
‘aanm—>»
We are °fferin9

"Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Tucker

Now Open in St. Pete

SMITH

727-894-22661 FAX 821-8728

Tucker,

Louise

(Willie James) Jenkins,

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
SSj
for Veterans

Drequan

Isaac

and

Gladys

Today I peed to be still
apd let God love ipe.
God’s love is ipy
strepgth, God’s love is
ipy protectiop.
God’s love is ipy light ip
the ipidst of apy darkpcss.
God’s love is the fulfillipepl of every hupger,
every thirst.
God’s love is ipy source
apd ipy supply.
God’s love, ever presept,
is the oply thipg I peed,
wapt or seek today,
for ip the presepce of
God’s love, all is well ip
my life apd ip ipy soul.
Today I peed to be still
apd let God love ipe.
As I speak these words,
as I thipk these words,
they take op the pres
epce of the Holy Spirit
to becoipe the circuipstapees of this day ip ipy
life.
Let it be so!
Apd so it is!

l°r Veterans, their Spouses and

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Embolden Through Barbara Bolden At
Philadelphia

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"Oh give thanks unto

commences at 9:30 a.m.

• Wednesday - Early

the Lord, for He is good,
yes He is good."

We encourage you to join

morning prayer 6:30 a.m.;

p.mJMarketplace closes

us as we collectively learn

Vintage Bible Study, 11

at: 9 p.m. Please join us!

Greetings in the name

more of the Word of God
together.

a.m.; Prayer Service, 6

• July 31, MS Red Hat

p.m. Mid-week Service, 7

Sunday -11 a.m., District

contemporary

p.m. If you’re in need of a

Worship

ence A. Williams and the

worship service is at 11

lift, join us for an hour

Olive, Rubonia.

Mt. Zion Church family

a.m. Join us as we lift high

packed with power. Your

Looking for a church

cordially invite you to at

the name of Jesus in song.

heart will be encouraged

tend worship services with

and your spirit revived and

us at 919 - 20th St. S. this

The Mass Choir will minis
ter in song at 7:30 a.m. and

home? We extend an invita
tion to you to join us! We

renewed!

as a church share the loye

Sunday. We also invite you

our Youth Choir at 11 a.m.

of God, and the Holy Spirit

to all our services in the
upcoming week.

Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.

Our early morning ser

Come be blessed of the
Lord in song. Pastor
Williams wiil deliver the

vice is at 7:30 a.m. Come

Word at both services.

Bible

join us as we usher in

Come be blessed with the

your sandals! Get ready

God’s presence. Praise and

good news!

to explore the Bible in a

of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. Pastor Clar

Our

adoration fill our hearts and
minds in preparation for
worship.

Our Church School

Other ministries in
clude:

• Thursday - Men’s

Bible

• July 25-29, Vacation

School/Lace

up

whole new way at our

place."
Zion

Mt.

Service,

reigns. We’d love to have
you!

Upcoming'events:

Thought for the week:
"Give God what is right,

not what is left."

Be blessed, and have a

Location:

A.M.E.

by one spirit,
hope."

in one

are available for all ages.
Bring the entire family!

home-going

of

children as the “New Philly

greater spiritual assertive
ness both internally and

ent Reverends Constance
Samuels and Deborah

externally among members

Greene, honor is given for

liturgical dance performed
in her memory. This same

of church family. A resolve

the name New Philadelphia

liturgy in dance will be

to construct an edifice to

Community Church. Mrs.

done at Saturday’s memori

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,

at both he 7:45 a.m. service

Vacation

School

DER!! There will be a

.first family and Friendship
Missionary Baptist church

and the 10:45 a.m. service.

prayer week before the re

Come help our children

class this week!! Come
break the bread of life with

prayerfully invite you to

for the celebration of our

as well!
Vacation Bible School

Pastor's and first family's
8th Anniversary. Please

you to all other churchrelated functions during the

was scheduled for July 18-

choir rehearsals will not be

22, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Come
help us teach our children

held, but please contact the

coipe but to meeting sched
uled July 25 if you wish to

office to get' details from

participate.

First worship experi

how to serve the Lord and

John Frazier at (727) 906-

Finally, the Evangelis

ence begins at 7:45 a.m.,

love God for who He is!!

tic training is back and up

Upcoming events:

with fee deacons and the

Teach one, train one and

8300, or check the website
at www.fmbctheship.org.

24 at 4 p.m. at ."THE
SHIP."

week.

Thursday at 11 a.m.

and running starting July

filled’ and dynamic Pastor,
the Rev. Carlos L. Senior.

nic, War Veterans Memori

in charge of devotion unto

God reached down for you

time! Returning this year is

al Park, July 23.

God. The Youth Ushers

Dr.

MIDWEEK

• J.L. Fennell Scholars

will serve, and our chil

when you stretched out
your hand. Won't you help

Thomas out of Lugoff, S.C:

Back-to-School Commu
nity Health Fair, July 30,

dren will risher in the pres

a child learn to reach back

We are happy and very

ence of the Lord through
song. Dr. Evans, Sr. will

for one also??
There will be no Bible

deliciously delighted that

for you so that you might
be eternally free and 'reign

render the message from

Study and praise and wor

he will break the bread of
life with us again this sum

God, Gome taste and see

ship this week due to Vaca

mer down by the RIVER

that the Lord is good, and

tion Bible School. How
ever, there will be an adult

SIDE!! Come see what

class taught through the

to get your house in OR

Lord for His many, many’

standing

blessings. When praises go

music team includes Minis
ter Tony Young as minister

up, blessings come down.

of music, Michael and

Sunday morning at the

Vernard

"hope" begins with Sunday

accompanists,

School at 9 a.m. Classes

Childs as percussionist and

McKenny

as

Marcus

THE

and

Spiritual

Healing)

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Prayer Meeting/Bible
Study - Tuesday at 6:30

p.m.
•

Prayer

• Pastor’s Advocates
Fellowship Hour, July 31

He is greatly to be praised!
We have plenty of seats

Band

Bethel

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
ary Baptist Church, under

God for His awesome gift,
His son Jesus Christ. Our

the Women’s Conference
continues with strong, ear

the leadership of its dy

prayer for our community

namic, spirited,' man of

(Pastor)

Andrew

As always, give Jesus
Christ some of your time.
After all; He gave His life

with Him forever!

God wants you do this year

Metropolitan Baptist Church

ly morning devotion and a

lic to join us in worship and
fellowship during our
weekly worship services,

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church extends an
invitation to join us in the

a.m. services on Sunday
and Sunday School at 9:30
am.

Carlton D. Hamilton, pas
tor of New Jerusalem Bap
tist Church, Russellville,

The Bethel Metropoli
tan Church family will be

Ala. We are excited about
this celebration of love and

young adults and a Women

leadership and- invite the

study, we reassemble for
the preached Word.

is that you would join us in

message filled with inspira

which include:

celebration, cultivation arid

Brian

fellowship as we worship

tion from our keynote

communication

Kenneth Brown, its official

and praise the true and the

speaker. After this service,

Early morning worship
(first Sunday only), 7 a.m.

Word. The doors of God’s

living God.

morning

afternoon

Sunday School, 9:30

house in the city swinging

celebrating its Pastor’s 1st
Anniversary on Sunday,

on welcome hinges are

July 24 at 11 a.m. The

open for both the 8 and 11

guest preacher is the Rev.

arid

vival. We are also planning

begins at 10:30. The Youth

P.U.S.H. (Prayerful Under

deacons

Bible

Once again, it is revival

in song. Our awesome-

of

Robinson choreographed
the dance liturgy.

reach back for one because

morning. We rejoice in the

staff

Alexis Williams. Senita

Youth Ministry Department

will lead the congregation

Rev,

dren of church paid tribute
to Mrs. Bolden through a

Dr. Kha Dennard, and pres

Jacoby Middlebrook and

• Annual Church Pic

ship with us on Sunday

the

dancers are Cayla Long,

will be served by our spirit-

and

Choir (Voices of Hope)

God,

Bolden at Bethel Metro
politan Church. Children

Kids.”
On last Sunday, chil

Barbara Bolden. Her legacy
will manifest itself in a
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and

of

His
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Wednesday for all age
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and men class.i After the

a.m.

.Study at St. Mark is excited

workshop sessions will
take place to encourage and
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about its upcoming Wom

motivate ladies to lead

10:45 a.m.

•large its wishes that there

en’s Christian Conference

godly lives as they pursue

would be an overflowing of

scheduled for August 12-

their, God-inspired dreams.

Baptist
Union, 5 p.m.

God’s blessings upon their

13. The conference is enti

We invite you to come out

lives.
St. Mark is grounded in

tled: Embracing Your
Dreams: Trusting God. The

and bring your friends and

include:

Youth Ministry meetings

21st Century City Church, Inc.

a Christ-centered doctrine

conference will open Fri

neighbors to join in with us
as we liftoff in the name of

at

A Collaboration of Churches Winning the City For Christ

that has as its central theme

day night, Aug. 12 with a

our Lord and Savior, Jesus

a belief that w,e are a haven

powerful evening of praise

Christ!

is

Sunday School Teachers’

Meeting (Tuesdays at 7
p.m.); Senior, Hour of

trustees and the entire: con

The Women’s Bible

gregation of St. Mark, ex

and

St. Mark Church

liturgical

worship,

Morning

Worship,

(Mondays

Children
6

and

p.m.);

located at 1301 - 37th St S.

Power Bible Study (Thurs

and thirsting

tion of our dynamic key

For

information,

days at 9:30 a.m.) and
Prayer Meeting and Bible

enlightened Word of God.

note

At St. Mark, we are Chris

Martin

tians willing to work and

partner in unity, praising

NO
JESUS,
NO
PEACE.

speaker,

Cheryl

(www.cheryl-

please contact the church
office at (727) 321-6631.
As part of bur ongoing

marfin.org).

On Saturday, Aug. 13,

JESUS,
KNOW
PEACE!

Bible

Back ■ to - school Bash

Study (Thursdays at 7
p.m.).

ministry, we invite the pub

WHEN YOU’RE DOWN
TO NOTHING.
GOD IS UP TO
SOMETHING!
mmeaiate v/pe

KNOW

Summer

Other weekly services

dance, poetry and introduc

more

Our

Training

of hope, help and healing
for a world hungering for

after the

service for Barbara

us and serve the Lord with

Church.

family invites you to wor

The St. Mark Mission

recent

ally shared by members.
It is to the late Barbara

al

worship

Praise

The New Hope Church

enliven and inspired by

Bolden was first to affec
tionately refer to church’s

gladness!
• On Thursday,-July 21

Mt.

Bobbie Tampa as direc
tress. The Bread of Life

Church family is boldly

God’s glory and Mrs.
Bolden’s memory is mutu

learn how to serve the Lord

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
"United as one body,

The New Philadelphia

worship with us at 3300 31st S.t. S. We also invite

Jesus-filled week!

Market

"Jerusalem

• Monday Study, 6 p.m.

Gathering begins at: 6:30

** Free Event - Open to the Public*
Qualifications include:

for

Church I
Musician
Call (727) 894-1393

Saturday, July 30, 2005
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Campbell Park and Oliver's Field

for

More Pet

• Ability to read music;
train voice parts
• Accommodate weekly
worship services,
rehearsals and outside
engagements
• Oversee 4 different choirs
• Some knowledge of
hymns and anthems
• Ability to select and play
all types of music
• Organized and flexible

Food, Entertainment, Fun & Games
Health Screening, Backpacks & School Supplies
Participating Churches
Faith Memorial MB Church - Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner

Word of Life Fellowship Church - Rev. Dr. Ellis Hodge

Mt Zion Progressive MB Church - Rev. Louis Murphy

First Institutional Church - Rev. Dr. Wayne Thompson

New Life Fellowship - Rev. Chico Dials

New Mt. Olive PB Church - Elder Joseph A. Sykes

New Hope MB Church - Rev. Carlos

New Congregational Church of God - Rev. Earl Mi Ils

L. Senior

St. Mark MB Church - Rev. Brian K. Brown

New Covenant Fellowship Church - Rev. F. Donald Browne

St. John PB Church - Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.

W.I.N.G.S. Fellowship Church - Rev. John Chance
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Ron Kenoly
Launches "Next
Generation Talent
Search"

Willie E. Gary,
Serves As Keynote
Speaker At
Ministry
Conference
STUART,

Fla.

victorious

strengthening their faith.

E. Gary, prominent attor

Ministry sessions, work

ney and chairman of the
Black Family Channel,

shops, outings and special

recently served as the key

guest speakers are planned
throughout the year.

the

"We all have the desire

Triumph Church Inaugural

to achieve personal and

Financial Empowerment

financial success in our

Ministry Conference in

lives," said Gary. "How

note

speaker

at

Southfield, Michigan. The

ever, it is also important to

seminar was open to com

take the time to help the

munity members on behalf
of Triumph Church Family

less fortunate. It is what we
do for others that matters

Life Ministries.

the most," continued Gary.

Gary addressed over

Dr. Ron Kenoly

while

lives

(BlackNews.com) - Willie

400 attendees during the

Gary,

who

is

best

leading

and professional press kit.

Triumph Church Inaugural

known in legal circles as
The Giant Killer, is noted

praise and worship leader,
Dr. Ron Kenoly, is looking

The 3rd place winner earns

Financial

Empowerment

for taking on some of

free studio time at KFM

Ministry Conference. The

Americas most powerful

for the next generation of

Studios, Orlando , FL. The

Triumph Church Family

companies, winning bil

gospel talent through his

finalists will compete at a
November 4, 2005 event in

Life Ministries strives to

lions of dollars in verdicts

offer informative events

Orlando, FL with celebrity

and other tools to strength

and settlements on behalf
of his clients.

for America's next big star.

Judges: Papa San, The

en families and the com

Gary is also the Chair

He's looking for hip-hop

Kenoly

LiL

munities in which they

man of the Black Family

vocal

IRocc, Bishop Leonard

live. Gary spoke of the

Channel, America's only

groups, bands, instrumen
talists and even spoken

Scott (Founder of Tyscot
Records), Dr. Ron Kenoly

many challenges on the

minority owned and oper

word artists. To enter,

road to financial success,
I
and of the enormous
responsibility that accom

ated, 24-hour cable net
work. Known for his phil

aspiring artists should call

and Aisha (Gotee Records/
Toby Mac). Company

toll-free at 1-888-844-5055

Sponsors: Faith Manage

and his wife, Dr. Gloria

and sign-up by August 31,
2005 in order to qualify.

ment, Capital Entertain

panies that success, such as
the obligation to reach

ment, NGMR, KFM Stu

back and help the less for

Gary, founded The ~ Gary
Foundation, which pro

dios,-

tunate.

vides college scholarships

America's

Next Generation Talent
Search. He's on the hunt

artists,

The

soloists,

1st

prize

is

Brothers,

GospelKeyboard

anthropic endeavors, he

$10,000.00 and a national

.com, Ron Kenoly Minis

Family Life Ministries,

recording contract. The

tries and others to be an
nounced.

under the leadership of

wish to attend college.

Ministers Alonzo and Pam

The Garys have donat
ed millions of dollars to
help Historically Black
Colleges and Universities
including $10 million to

2nd place winner receives
a cash prize, a demo deal

ela Dover, is a vision of
Pastor Solomon Kinloch,

WHEN LIFE
KNOCKS YOU
TO YOUR KNEES,
YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSI
TION
TO PRAY!

Jr. of Triumph Church in
Detroit Michigan. This'

to at-risk students who

alma mater,

ministry is designed- to
equip,
empower
and

his

encourage the members of

North Carolina.

University

in

Shaw

Raleigh,

Triumph Church to live

The Kingly Law According
to the Scriptures

“All things, therefore, that you want men to
do to you, you must likewise do to them, this
in fact, is what the Law and the prophets
mean.”
— Matthew, 7:12

America's Largest Church To Open In
Former Pro Basketball Arena
by Kristie Rieken
Associated Press Writer
HOUSTON (AP) - An
arena that basketball fans
once packed to see the
NBA's Houston Rockets is
about to take on a new role
- home to the largest con
gregation in the United
States.
Lakewood Church, led
by televangelist and best
selling author Joel Osteen,
has grown so much in
recent years that this week
end it will expand into a
new building: the former
Compaq Center.
The arena was home to
the Rockets when they won
two league titles in the
1990s and the Houston
Comets of the Women's
National Baketball Asso
ciation (WNBA) when they
won four. It now seems fit
ting that "discover the
champion in you" has long
been the church's slogan.
“It all ties in together,"
Osteen says. “Many sports
champions have been
crowned there and we
believe we can crown
champions in life."
Lakewood, a non-denominational
Christian
church, recently became
the first congregation in the
country with an average
weekly attendance of more
than 30,000 for its services
- and had an average atten
dance of 32,500 in the first
quarter of this year, said
John Vaughan of Church

Growth Today, an organi
zation that studies mega
churches, based in Bolivar,
Missouri.
Now the Lakewood
Church Central Campus
will seat 16,000 people,
about twice the capacity of
its current sanctuary, with
parking spaces outside for
.8,000 vehicles.
With more elbow
room, Lakewood will now
reduce its weekend English
language services from

four to three, though it will
continue a weekly Spanish
language service.
Critics have sometimes
taken Osteen to task for
downplaying the sinful
nature of humanity and the
need for repentance. An
article this week in the lib
eral Protestant magazine
The Christian Century calls
Osteen an “easy theologi
cal target" who turns the
language of the Scriptures
"into a vague religiosity, or
into more digestible cate
gories of self-help and selfimprovement."
But there's no denying
his success.
Lakewood, which first
opened in an abandoned
Houston feed store in 1959,
has grown almost fivefold
since Osteen took over the
church in 1999, shortly
before the death of his
father, former pastor John
Osteen.
The facility, which
took 15 months and about
$75 million (euro62 mil
lion) to complete, features
two waterfalls, three gar
gantuan television screens
and a lighting system that
rivals those found at rock
concerts.
Two choir lofts with 12
rows of rich purple pews sit
between the waterfalls,
accented by live foliage.
Absent, however, is a
cross, an image of God or
Jesus Christ or any other
traditional religious sym
bols. Osteen said his father
never displayed such sym
bols and he simply contin
ued the tradition. Instead,
the new location will fea
ture a larger version of the
church's trademark globe,
rotating slowly behind
Osteen as he preaches.
As big as the Compaq
Center was, it wasn't big
enough, and five stories
.were added on. “Obvi
ously, we needed more
room and that is kind of

funny," Lakewood spokes
man Don Hoff said.
Along with class
rooms, the addition in
cludes a chapel, a bap
tismal area, meeting space
for young adults and an
entire floor dedicated to the
church's television broad
cast efforts.
Osteen is viewed by
more people than any
preacher in the United
States, reaching 95 percent
of all households, accord
ing to Nielsen Media Re
search. He is seen nation
wide on cable networks
including Daystar, USA,
Discovery, ABC Family,
PAX and Black Enter
tainment Television. He Is
also seen in more than 100
countries.
His book, “Your Best
Life Now: 7 Steps to Liv
ing Your Full Potential" has
sold almost 3 million co
pies and has been on The
New York Times' best sell
er list since its October
release. The book was so
successful that the 42-yearold pastor - who did not go
to seminary and never
preached a sermon until a
week before his father's
death - refused his six-fig
ure church salary this year.
In response to critics of
Osteen's
motivational,
easygoing approach, his
mother, Dodie Osteen said:
“We don't preach the
gospel sad, we preach it

Kiarie, who is black,

said she was drawn to
Lakewood because of its
diverse congregation. The
Osteens tout the church as
one of the most diverse in
the country with an almost
equal mix of whites, blacks
and Hispanics.
“This is what heaven
should be like," Kiarie said.
“It is often said that Sunday
at 11 a.m. is the most seg
regated time of the week,
but it's not that way here.
They’ve done an amazing
thing here to bring black,
white Hispanic and all
kinds of people together. It
doesn't matter here. You
forget about color."
Osteen and his wife,
Victoria, said tne church’s
new location, in the heart
of the city, will lend itself
to even more growth, not
ing- that an estimated
180,000 cars pass by each
day. “There's an opportuni
ty to be able to reach so
many
more
people,"
Victoria Osteen said.
Osteen said his vision is to
one day preach to 100,000
people each weekend, and
Vaughan believes the

church will be packed from
the start.
Saturday's
opening,
scheduled to be televised
live on Daystar,- will feature
a short address from Texas
Gov. Rick Perry and a tele
vised message from former
Rockets
coach
Rudy

glad."

Tomjanovich.

One church member
also brushed off the criti
cism.
“I don't care what the
critics - say," said Grace
Kiarie, a 32-year-old phar
macist and three-year
member of the church who
is originally from Kenya.
“Pastor Joel gives me
enough word to make it
from 12:15 on Sunday to
10:45 the next Sunday. He
gives me practical ways to
live my life."

Osteen has said that
when a church reaches 80
percent capacity it's time to
start looking for a new
place. But where do you go
when you're already hold
ing services in a converted

basketball arena?
One day, joked Os
teen's sister, Lisa Comes,
“Joel will say 'Well, I guess
we've got to move to the
(60,000 seat stadium) As
trodome now.'"

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH
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955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Stydy: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Are you a Sabbath Observer? Looking for
a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere.
Well, Come to the House of God.

The House of God
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Study

< i ■■■■«

BISHOP JOHNNY
WILLIAMS and wife, LADY
CALQUETTA WILLIAMS

—o

Daughters of Zion Women s Ministry - Mondays - 7:30 RM.

Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.

Praise & Worship Joy Night

Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.

Praise & Worship Service.

Sunday Available tor Service

Church: 813-248-1907

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr.

3403 N. 34th Street

bishopwilliamstampa@hotmail.com

Tampa, FL 33605

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

None
Is
Perfect
But
The
Father!

Sunday School.......... .. ................... .. .8:00 a.m.
Worship Service.......................... ...
.9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study ......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Saint John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning
8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School
9:45 am
Mid-Morning
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm
Theme; “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Greater St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, pastor

Sunday School

..................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night

General Bible Study

Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
Rev. Clyde Williams

We welcome you at all times.

"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North, St. Petersburg FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School .................. ......................................................
AM
New Member Class .................... .................................
’ ^gg A’M’
Morning Worship ............................................... .
1030 A M
Prayer / Bible Study................................................ Tuesday 7:00 RM^
Youth Bible Study................................................ Thursday 6:00 RM.
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

L. P. Davis
Memorial Baptist Church

8:00 am ■

Sunday School

930 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

Sunday School...,....................... ................ 9:30am
MorningWorship....................................... 11:00am

“God’s House In The Cit

Evening Service........................ .................. 6:00pm
Prayer Meeting, Bible Study

Pastor

Wednesday........... 7:30pm

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
P.O.

15935

Box

919 - 20th Street S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Rev. Darrel Davis, Sr.

JNefti ^I|tlabclpi|ta Community (Cljurclf
St.

•
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Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

2700 5th Ave. So., St.
Petersburg, Fla.

Sunday Worship Services

5

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Early Morning Worship .................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School-......................................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .................,... .11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ................. .6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ........................ 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service .............. ..........6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service................... ...............................7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday........................ 6:30 p.m.

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday

• 8:30 a.mJTape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

727-327-2009

Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning'Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
The Reverend Aaron V.

Gaskin .

.

.

Children & Youth Ministry....................................................... ..... ........................................................................................... Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-0784

............................................................................................................. Associate Pastor

Finance Ministry......................................................................................................................................................................................... James Robinson

.................................................................................................................................................................. Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

^eijtecostal Ten) pic Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Sunday

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

"Doingjustice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God.

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark.for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...........................................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................
11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer.................................... 6:30p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study
.............7:30 p.m.

"J4 church working together for the upbuilding ofQods kingdom”

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

Friendship

The church where what God’s Word teaches
fs practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Missionary Baptist

Elder: Tony Smith
900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible. Study

Queen Street

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of .Services
Church School ...................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................ 5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting ahd Bible Study
Thursday ......... 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

Church Of God In Christ

“One week.from church makes one weak.”

OrdainedMissionary
Johnnie Mae Howard

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Caff: 111 895-5239

Kina. ’jbauid, fnietmaiianal QluUuok

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

A yeoman After

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M- - Wednesday Bible Study

QocCs

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Spiritually Connected
Cadfor "Prayers &
"Testimonies

Own Heart...

I

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

1.11

Rev. G. M. Cm

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

820 20th Street South

Church School............... ...9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: 10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Praise and Worship: 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

1 St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Sunday

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class .................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .................. 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday .................. 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.............
.5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ...... .7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class...........7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS’ NEW LOCATION:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
(formerly Childs Park United Methodist Church)

Telephone #: (727) 327-0015 • Fax #: (727) 327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Early Morning Worship..................................................... 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School..................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.............. ................................................10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union...... .....................................
4:30p.m.
Communion.................. ........ .................... 7:00 a.m. & 1.1:00 a.m.'
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays..........................................................................7:30 p.m.

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1 st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration
Monday

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer'
Wednesday

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
Rev. Frank

W.

,

“Inside the Family”

Peterman, Jr.

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.

Partners in Ministry

Pastor

Thursday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727)896-5228

Monday. Wednesday, Saturday

6am Prayer

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12 th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

FIRST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH
Sunday Services:

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL»

Church School....................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service ....10:30am

Phone: 323-7S1 8

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School - 9:30
Come Worship With
the

Tuesday Services:

Prayer Service........................6:30pm
Bible Study.......................... 7pm

a.m.

Morning Worship - 11:00
First Baptist Family

a.m.

Your Church Ad Could Be

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Join us as w e (ift up the name ofJesus

Here Working For You!
Email Your Ad to:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
ADVERTISEMENT

ASSEMBLY TECHNICIAN

REOI EST FOR PROPOSAL
RFP #05-007

ASSEMBLING OF HELICOILS, KEENSERTS,-SCREWS,
GASKETS, RIVETS AND OTHER HARDWARE. EXPERI
ENCE AND KNOWLEDGE OF PRINT READING IS A PLUS.
IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR FIRST SHIFT. PLEASE APPLY
TO BILL LEBER.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

The St. Petersburg Housing-Authority (SPHA), St. Petersburg,
Florida, is requesting proposals from qualified, responsible,
licensed firms interested in providing General Contractor
Services at SPHA’s Public Housing and Section 8 New
■Construction properties in accordance with the requirements of
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD).

APPLY IN PERSON: H. & S. SWANSONS’ TOOL COMPANY
9000 68th STREET NORTH
PINELLAS PARK, FL 33782
WE ARE A DRUG AND SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE
EOE/AA

RFP #05-007 document packages will be ready for pick-up on

Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

■ ■■■■■ ■ HHM ■ ■■■■■ ■ M|

P- ■

Wednesday, July 20,2005.

If You are 62 Years or Older or a Person '
with Physical Limitation with a Limited
Income ...

A Pre-Proposal Conference will be held at the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority’s Administrative office located at 3250 5th
Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 on Wednesday, July
27,2005, at 10:00 am.

. Yotz May Qualify For a Rent
I
Subsidized Apartment
I
At

Bids are due by 2:00 p.m. (EST) on Wednesday, August 24,
2005.

i

1

You may also pick-up a copy in person at 3250 5th Avenue
North, St. Petersburg, Florida. 33713, from the Purchasing
Department during the same days and hours.

™

AD DEADLINE IS 4
P.M. MONDAY

540 Second Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida Y’ss'Y I
Call us at (727) 823-1575 OPPORTUNITY |
■ """ ■
■ HMB ■ MM ■ MM ' ■ nJ

Toucftintj fives...
Lifting spirits...
Enriching careers

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life*Health«Dental«Vision
Disability*Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

The Hospice of the Florida Suncoast

has- been honored to serve our
community for nearly 30 years. Come
and find the satisfaction of s I wring
your talent and Stalls as part of ah

organization that offers a wide anay
of programs and services lor all
Pinellas residents.
We have career opportunities
avartaMefor,

THERE IS
ONLY ONE
RACE IN
THIS
WORLD THE
HUMAN
RACE

.

MLFTOWERS

If you are interested in submitting a proposal, please fax your
request for a RFP package to (727) 323-3226 Monday through
Friday, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

FAMILY STRESS

RNs • LPNs
Florida licensure required

CNAs/HHAs
Florida certification required

For consideration, please rail the
HR Dept. at (727) 588-2953 for an
application or email:
careens®tbe hospice jjrg

Cowjurt, Compeestoe A- Cwinmnhy

www.thehosfiice.org

C.N.C. MACHINIST
EXPERIENCED MILL OPERATOR: MUST BE ABLE TO
FOLLOW PROCESS INSTRUCTIONS, INSPECT THEIR
•OWN PARTS, HOLD CLOSE TOLERANCE DIMENSIONS,
& MAINTAIN THE SET-UP. IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR
1ST & 2ND SHIFT. PLEASE APPLY TO DAVE WEAVER OR
RALPH HASLAGE.

APPLY IN PERSON: H. & S. SWANSONS’ TOOL COMPANY
9000 68th STREET NORTH
PINELLAS PARK, FL 33782

I Temp Job Fair |

GOD
BLESS
AMERICA!

•A

Goodwill Temporary Staffing (GTS)
Tuesday, July 19, 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.
At 10596 Gandy Blvd.
(just east of Derby Lane)
St. Petersburg

WEARE A DRUG AND SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE
EOE/AA

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's

only 24-hour program that
provides information &

■

unteer opportunities, dona
tion referrals, and crisis
intervention/problem-solv-

|

N° ^ee to aPPi,cants!

8

GTS Job Listings,

or call

Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

~

727-577-6411

available jobs.

CALL TODAY

dial (727) 562-1542.

Hiring for a variety of
temp-to-perm positions
at area businesses.

You can also apply online at
www.sbsgoodwill.com-

Wrrklg Chailetty^r

ing counseling for individu
als. Cell phone users must

k?’

L

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking, for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

referrals on local
health/human services, vol

1
wP

I

„ .
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"There’s a Reason to Sell 77re Weekly Challenger"

industrles-SuncoasL

Buying a Home? Renting? Equity Loan Investing? See our Real Estate Listing!
Three "Roses" at Every Closing

SHIER

Keller Williams

&a.

1
I

\

Ik
L

_

W 4320 PtneJIas Point Dr.
**etersburS FL 33705

wk L

YhHIb±

gulf coast realty

Cell: 727-804 4798

..................... in—■■■

727-5500815

Y-

(727)867-0052

Cell 727439-6567
E4vtail3roserealfy@veiizon.net

231 Driftwood Road S.E.
St. Petersburg, FL33705

H is

MAINLANDS-LAKES REALTY, INC.
4501 -B Mainlands Blvd • Pinellas Park, FL 33782

I

RSAUOft*

PQB Mortgage

James Edward martin

:

RESIDENCE

Complete Red Estate Services or Referrals

Fax

REALTOR, REGISTERED APPRAISER

REALTOR*

(727)

Mordecai Walker, Broker

Vincent Ross
.

578-1495^=W

OFFICE

TRIPLE ROSE REALTY
Phone 727-898-6543

Merritt Thomas
®«««»«er Williams Watsen, Realtor

BUYER

BROKER

U

Blvd.
SEMINOLE FL 33766
phone: 7273983400
FAX:
7273980044
office: 13700PARK

HOMEPHONE:

7278663699

EMAIL: BOSSV2000@YAHOO.COM

GULF COfiSST

Th«“Potr,lOf Baglnning-rof yourmortgag»rw»tt».

Commercial Loans
Apply On-Line
Lee H, Letter. Jr. Otwm Payment Assistance
AB Creed considered
Loan Officer
Behab Loans
CcnstocSon Loans
Home EquMy Una of Credit
Fixed Rata Home Equity Loan
107% Financing

INSPECTION SERVICES, INC.
Phone (727) 398-3994 ♦ Fax (727) 391-8684

17737 Long Point Drive • Redington Shores, FL 33708
srimmer@tampBbay.fr.com

.......St. Petersburg, FL 33713

STEVE ZIMMER

Fax:813-830-7375
■BBBSPi*

ASHI Certified Member *032196.
SBCCt Certified Building Inspector

Etna*: testst®pot>mo»laaae,com
Web Site: www.pobmon9fl8e.co1n

©

1081 - 82<*> Ave 8. Skyway Resat
8t Petersburg, Ft 33705

Office: 727.885.9313 Fax: 727,886.6564

C€RTrX»£0

Office: 727 327 12J4/Iax;727 J27 6784
Bus- Phone: (727) 321 -1212
(/ JAfter Hours: (727) 347-6625

We make home loans easy..

FAX: l727> 3.23-7584

SBS

DESI CALDWELL MCCARTHY
REALTOR®

5201 Gulfport Boulevard
(Julfport, Florids 33707

ERA

(888) 307-8328

Registered Real btate firepr

2900 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712-2552

REALTOR

Email: LBrownRlty@aol.com
LouBrownRealty@aol.com
After Hours: 727-866-9168

toll-free

m
1H

f
l«uwnisr»NGSfRwces®

Call now for a
pre-approval decision

TBWwfc

Karey Johnson
Real Estate Consultant
Isla Del Sol Sales Division

m

Fourtothedoer
The four-step mortgage pfogrem’

nrMilW
fir<
' BBI
l

-

touts 0.Bn»«.Jr.
Realtor

Shoppers’ Village on the Bayway

J

5901 Sun Boulevard, Suite 105 .

St. Petersburg, FL 33715
Office: 727.867.0161, Fax: 727.864.5697

HAVE A HOME TO SELL? INTERESTED IN RENTING? GET QUICK
RESULTS BY ADVERTISING WITH THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
FOR AD RATES, CALL OUR OFFICES AT (727) 896-2922 TODAY!

kareyjohnson @ era.com
www.eracompass.com

fsl
aCS Each ERA* office is independent!/owned and operated

MB

ERA’

General Repairs, Rioting, Haaiiag,
pry-wall, Carpentry, Palatini,
Preawre Cleanlng, Plastering
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Confaet Willli
Phone: 727 867-7242

BOUND FOR GLORY
photos by Rassi

Dawn Bannister, Directoress

Pastor, Clarence Williams

.ws SB

Glory Train
from front page

Mistress of Ceremony, Rhonda Ryan

Musicians

Singers

familiar acquaintances of
all of ours. It’s customary
to have someone assist the
passengers in boarding, so
there was the not so per
sonable Train Conductor
(Arthur Henton) who knew
just how to handle his
unique passengers. Sister
Livingright
(Miriam
Manning), was one of the
first of the passengers to
climb aboard; how many
of us have sat in the pew
next to a meek and humble
soul, forced to listen to her
stories about her angelic
life. Of course, there’s
always someone to stir the
pot, ahd that’s when high
class Sister Muck de Muck
(Cynthia Boyd) arrives.
Lord have mercy! The
mess she creates. Sitting in
the front of the train is the
familiar
sanctimonious
Sister Parsons-lst Lady
(Shirley Morgan), acting as
if she’s better than they all
are. Let’s not forget old
sneaky Sister Slip Around
(Cheryle Harrell), who
seems to know all the men
on board. However, no one
has anything on stuck up
Sister
Goody
Good
(Patricia Smith) - seems as
though she’s never done
anything wrong. Sister

Songbird

(Wilma

Lancaster), you remember
her. She’s the choir mem
ber who believes she’s the
best singer this side of
heaven.
For a moment, we in
the audience must catch
our breath. But, before we
can truly get ourselves
together, here she comes
walking down the aisle, the
one and only untruthful
Sister Liar (Constance
Nolton). Not an honest
word leaves that woman’s
mouth. Shame on her. We
notice someone else com
ing aboard, and we begin
to wonder exactly what is
the true destination of "The
Glory Train." Strutting
with her chest stuck out, as
if she didn’t have a care in
the world is a lover of all
men, Sister Adulterer
(Phyllis Dorsey). At this
time, it seems like Mr.
Conductor had better lower
the train’s temperature,
‘cause it’s getting mighty
hot! No sooner than it
seems
everyone’s
on
board, we look up to see
someone else coming
aboard. It’s that nosey and
gossipy Sister Newsey
(Barbara
Smith).
In
church, you’re very careful
about what you say to her.
Oh, oh! Someone else is
coming aboard. You can’t

help but know who it is.
You can hear her, long
before you can see her.
That’s right, it’s that loud
and talkative Sister Chance
(Mabie Gibson). Yak yak,
yak yak! Just like an old
crow. Still, the train has
room for more, and we see
coming aboard, one of the
church favorites, sophisti
cated Sister Cash (Ruth
Davis). She gives more
money to the church than
anyone else, and let’s
everyone know it. Finally,
we can sit back, as the last
of the ladies comes on
board, when the loud and
wrong
Sister Taintso
(Cequita Boyd) finds her
seat.
By now, you’re proba
bly wondering about the
male passengers. You’re
most likely familiar with
them also. "Dressed to the
nines", with straw hat
cocked to the side of his
head, the lover of women
Elder
Lover
(Pierce
Bryant) slowly boards the
train, making sure all the
ladies are checking him
out. A "cool cat," extreme
ly slick, and too smart for
his own good. Sound
familiar? Joining the com
pany of Elder Lover was
the one and only holier
than thou Pastor BeBop
(Cornelius Bell), It seemed

that both men were quite
good friends of Sister
Adulterer.
Hmmm!
Wonder why. Keeping this
hodgepodge of church
folks in line were a couple
of heavy hitting angels
(Rodney Davis and Dozier
Harrell, III). They were
extremely important, when
it came time to help the
passengers
disembark
from the train.
As indicated on the
program, "There is room
for all on the Glory Road
Train to Heaven." And, the
presentation would not
have been possible without
the efficient efforts of the
Supporting Cast, which
included
the
Pit
Singers...Adelle Jemison,
Lula Love, Janet Mitchell,
Bertha Searcy, and Eva
Williams;
Dancers...Calvin Royal,
III and Gerald Watson;
Props, Sound Room &
Costumes...Donald Baker,
James Butler, Jewelle BullChambliss,
Floyd
L.
Crawford, Helen Evans,
and
Kelvin
Lamar;
Musicians... Kenneth Roy
Walker, Frank Evans,
LeRoy Flemmings, ahd
Kent Morgan. Our hats are
off to them all, and we look
forward to seeing you at
next years’ presentation of
"The Glory Train."

um
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Life Line from

Verizon Teams Up With
Bishop Academy

verizsn

Save $13.50
Per Month
on your
Local Phone
Service
If you receive assistance from any of the programs listed below, you could save
up to $13.50 per month on local phone service with Lifeline Assistance.

•
•
•
•
•
•

PINELLAS COUNTY- Verizon’s Cris Coffin (left) and Dr. Marva Dennard take measurements along the
wall at Bishop Academy for computer wiring, as four-year-old Zaire Cross looks on approvingly. A team
of Verizon employees are wiring four classrooms and the computer lab for the Internet Saturday, July 23.

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Medicaid
Federal Public Housing or Section 8 Assistance
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
Food Stamps
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

If you do not currently have phone service, you may qualify for 50% off of your
service connection fee, up to $30, if applicable (only applies to new connections).
Moreover, you will not be charged to block outgoing toll calls or to put a volun
tary limit on your long distance calling (toll control).

The school, located at 3940 18th Ave S. in St. Petersburg, lives by the slogan, "No child left behind,"

Only one phone line per household is eligible for Lifeline and the name on the
Verizon account must match the name of the person receiving the assistance.

and accepts students on MacKay and Florida PRIDE scholarships in grades K-12.

CHECK OUT OUR
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SPECIAL
SECTION IN THIS EDITION OF
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!

Call us today; toll free, 1-800-483-4000 for more information on Lifeline
Assistance or to request an application. You must complete the application and
sign “under penalty of perjury” that you participate in one of the six Lifeline pro
grams. Please identify the program, and then return the application to Verizon
and the above Lifeline credit will be applied to your account.
If your household income is less than 135% of the federal poverty income guide
lines, you may also qualify for Lifeline.

Call the Florida Office of Public

Counsel at 1-800-540-7039 for details.

GO BANANAS FOR AN OLD-SCHOOL FLAVOR.
Here’s the scoop. Smooth premium banana

ice cream, crunchy pecans, maraschino cherries,

I
UW I J x

pineapple bits, and swirls
of butter fudge and
strawberry sauce.That’s

what you can expect in
every spoonful of Publix
Premium Banana Split Ice Cream. It’s made with the

finest ingredients to give you the most authentic

taste, scoop after scoop. So the next time you ’re in the

mood for an old-school favorite, chill out with
Publix Premium Banana Split Ice Cream.

www.publix.com
@2005 PublixAsset Management Company

EgPublix.
—HBM

IT'S SEEN OUR PLEASURE.

